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B Y PAIT II I-J A Y N E, 
The west wind mt,rmnr ci through th e pine s 
'flut stand iil long and lofty lin es ; 
It touche s fields of waving grnin, 
And shak es the ta sseled corn ag ,Lin. 
The night h:1,s left the hills seren e-
Has left the valley broad and green-
The sun has cha , ecl the mists away, 
Unto the wes tern slope of clay. 
The fleecy cloud s ab ove we sec 
Acros s the sky float silently , 
Th e air seem s laden with a balm , 
Thc ·earth seems all en wrapp ed in cairn. 
We draw fre sh vigor ft·<;>m the br eeze, 
That swePps acro s3, bal samic tr ce3, 
And on its pini ons bears along, 
Tl1e soul of fragrnn ce, st rengt h and song. 
Th e bird- songs in th e fores t deep 
A sweet a nd tnn eful cadence keep , 
And the near river' s cn dle~s rhym e 
Suppli es a s:iothing rhy thm ic chim e. 
Th e restful shade of slopin g hill s, 
Th e rippl e of the ru nning rill s, 
Th e mists which shro ud th e mounta in high , 
Til e clourl wr ea th s on th e azm e sky, 
'l'h c melody of brook an d bird , 
'l' he sweetes t tun e man ever hea rd, 
All say , in accents soft and low, 
A Hand Divine ha -; nn clc ns so. 
Since the Rev. Dr. John Hall accepted ture s" on "Th emes pertainin g to Moral s 
the chancellorship of the Univer sity of and Religion," to be given by seven cler-
the city of ~ew York, market! improve- gymen, a lawyer, and a physician. Grndu-
ments ha\'e been made. A new feature for ate instrnction in the arl s and sciences is 
the coming year is the introduction in the also to be given by twelve professors, 
Academic Department of "Monday lee-
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Dr. Loriu,cr's Athlress. 
[Being unabl e to obtain DR. LORil\IER's m:1nuscript, we cut the :following synopsis of his a(l-
clress from the Dispatch of Jnnc 23d. It is rather late, but very good antl well \\"Orth care-
ful reading.-Ens .] 
Dr. Lorimer begun his address as fol-
lows: Westminste1·, which for centuries 
has been the theatre of as many notable 
events as any other spot on earth, has 
within the past three months presented to 
the world two scenes remarkable for 
light and shade and for deep significance. 
The historical student can easily recall 
the many famous regal displays, State 
trials, and Parliamentary debates whieh 
occurred in the old halls, and doubtless 
will be inclined to linger on the condem-
nation of Charles the First; the prostra-
tion of Chatham, ending soon after in his 
death, when pl_eading for reconeiliation 
with America ; and the speech of Burke, 
in which he argued that the establish-
ment of the British colonies on prineiples 
of liberty would yield England greater 
glory than all the conquests of her war-
like anceetors, as meaning more to lm-
manity than the pomp and splendor of 
princely pageants and the brave attire 
and lordly magnificence of peers am! 
barons. But neither in the old halls nor 
the new have there ever been witnessed 
more impressive contrasts, or any more 
suggesti,·e, both morally and socially, 
than have been exhibited in for-famed 
"T estminster this year. Let ns obsc1Tc 
them. 
The Queen opens Parliament in per-
son. Her retirement has been long, an<l 
once more she proceeds from the palace 
between 6les of glittering dragoons, an<l 
attended by powdered footmen in gay ap-
pare! and aceornpanied by uobles m~d ec-
clesiastics of every degree. She enters 
the legislative building, ancl from her 
throne Feads a speech full of fine phrnses 
and glittering generalties about her peo-
ple, her colonies, her policy, and disap-
pears again like any other rO);al phantom 
uml play-actor. ·what is the design of 
this spectacular performance? What pm-
pose is this piece of showy and pompous 
meclirevalism ,to serve? Evidently it is 
planned . and executed to revi\·e the 
<lrooping loyalty of the masses-to appeal 
. to-their imagin:1tiou and to blind them 
by its glare to the iniquitous and tyran-
nous measures by which the Throne has 
misgoverned Ireland. The fact that such 
an appeal bs to be made and an effort 
put forth to cover with tinsel finery the 
wrongs imcl cruelties of successive sover-
eigns is indicative of the tremendous 
stt·ides democracy has made of late. Vic-
toria and her advisers by this pa-
rade acknowledge that they must placate 
the nation ; that they must have its 
moral support ; and this is at once to 
confess .that they are no longer supreme. 
The other scene to which we have refer-
red is even more striking; and while it 
is the very opposite in all essential fea-
tures to this, yet it supplements and com-
pletes the lesson conveyed by the regal 
show. William Ewart Gladstone leave:; 
his residence for the House of Commons. 
No soldiers support and guard his car-
riage; no bedizened lackeys blll'den his 
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horses with their lazy weight; but mul-
titudes thro11g on every ha11d, with wav~ 
ing caps and noisy chC'ers, and as he passes 
to the tribune }ender to him the tri-
bute of their confidence and love. There 
he stands on the 8th of April, an old man 
with giant mind an,l eagle eye, the scowl-
ing brows of the Tories bent upon him, 
the fealty of his own adherents wavering, 
the Queen frowning Oil him, and disastrr 
and defent gri •mly confronting him; there 
he stands-as once stood Huss before the 
Council of Constance, or as Luther stood 
before the Diet of Worms, strong in the 
consciousnecs of his in_tegrity-to plead 
for justice-for justic-e to Ireland; not for 
titles, gifts, and honors, but for justice, 
simple jrn,tice-first, last, and altogether. 
As we read his magnificent utterances, 
as we foucy that we hear them, and as we 
find ourEelns agreei11g that at the henrt 
of the remedy he proposes "the social 
happiness, the pOIYer, and the permanence 
of tile empire" in security reside, we can-
not but recall the wondrous portrait 
drawn by Browning: 
"Thus the man,-
So timid when the business ,vns to tonch 
The uncertain order of hnmanity, 
Imperil, for a problematic cme 
Of griev ·ancc on the surface, any good 
I' the deep of things, dim yet discernible,-
This same man, so irresolnte before, 
Show him a true excrescence to cut El1eer, 
A devil's-graft on God's foundation-stone. 
'l'hen-no complaint of indecision more! 
He wrenched ont the wh0le canker, root and 
branch, 
Deaf to who cried the world would tumble in 
At its four corners if he touched a twig." 
In extolling Mr. Gladstone we would 
· not be understood as pronouncing an 
opinion on the merits of the scheme which 
he submitted to Parliament. We are not 
sufficiently versed in such matters to 
Fpcakconfidently of the statesmanship re-
Yealed in aH his measures. \Vhat . we do 
perceive, what we do appreciate, is his de-
sire that jnstice shall henceforth reign in 
the relations between England and Ire-
]al1(1. He raises his voice:___::md this . 
is what we approve-against mere poli-
cies, expediences, and sophistries, and in-
sists on pure awl absolute justice. But 
more than this-and it is this which com-
pletes the significance of the scenes we 
have attempted to reproduce-he seems 
to say, thu;t in this age of democracy, in 
this age when kings and queens tremble 
before the millions, neither statecraft nor 
any other kind of craft can conserve the 
l1ighest interests of society. Perhaps they 
1i°ever could, \mt now more than e,·er jus-
tice is indispensable to the welfare mid 
happiness of the race. This is the mes-
rnge that comes to us from these recent 
c\"ents enacted in the halls of W estmin-
ster, and this is our own solemn and de-
liberate conviction. We believe with 
·Theodore Parker that ," ,Justice is the 
key-note of the world, and all else is out 
of tune"; and with Chateaubriand, that 
"Justice is the bread of the nation ; it is 
always hungry for it;'' and with Diderot 
that ''Justice is the first virtue of those 
who command, and stops the complaints 
of those who obey." A Finland story 
relates how a mother found her son in a 
thousaml fragments at the bottom of the 
river of Death. She gathered the scat-
tered members to her . bosom, and, rock-
ing them to and fro, sang a magic song-, 
whieh m1ited them again and restored the 
depar·ted life. That mother is justice. 
Her voice is law, which, as Hooker has 
it, " is the harmony of the world," and 
by which can all discordant, dissevered, 
and warring classes of society be brought 
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into closest fellowship, and be charmed 
into mutual esteem and fair accord. 
A recent article in the Forwn has rc-
vi ved that tragic episode of the "Odys-
sey," when Ulysses, on his return to his 
wife Penelope, murders the suitors who 
had besieged her dnring his absence, also 
destroying some dozen of her faitliless 
female attendants. Telemachus, his son, 
takes the nurse, Euryclea, to behold the 
bloody spectacle, and she giYes 1Yay to 
unbounded joy. The writer then adds: 
"Three thousand years ago, among one 
of the most highly-civilized ptoples then 
existing, it was felt that if a woman 
stumbled unexpectedly on the bleeding 
and mangled bodies of a company of me1) 
whom she hated, the most nutural thing 
for her to do was to feel great joy, and 
give loud expression to it. If a virtu-
ous woman had in her charge a company 
of disobedient and unchaste girls, she 
was merely evincing her high standard of · 
morals and sense of duty in leading them 
out in a body to be slaughtered like 
sheep." This, he says, is what we are 
to learn from the passage. He makes 
this statement, and rehearses ·the classic 
story for the purpose of showing how 
changed is humanity from this type, and 
that he may more effectively point out 
the extl'eme to whi('h modern philan-
thropy has been carried. It is, in his 
opinion, diseased, morbid, mischieyous. 
He -says that a brutal mmderer in New 
York during the last few weeks of his 
life was the recipient of many delicacies 
supplied by ladies. Maxwell he might 
also have cited as another instance in 
point. He, too, has received flowers and 
various other marks of sympathy from 
the ladies of St. Louis. We are not 
hastily to conclude that these females 
would not sicken at the sight of blood, 
would not faint if a murder were commit-
ted in their presence, and would not con-
demn every kind of suffering. Far 
from it.; only the somcc of these intense 
feelings is a perversion of a sound senti-
ment. They are nervous, excited, hys-
terical, and are as much overcome by de-
served pnin as they are by undeserved 
anguish. In what they do they are not 
so much mowd by love of humanity as 
by lo\'e of self. They are affiicted them-
selves, and their maudlin interest in the 
criminal is only a form of interest in 
themselves. Were it otherwise, they 
would recognize that the punishment of 
rascality carried safety, respect, and honor 
to virtue. 
Herbert Spencer deplores this fal~e 
sentimentalism, and Carlyle grows indig-
nant that it should occupy so large a 
place in our age. But whatever may be 
said in its defence, one thing is very evi-
dent, the paupe!'is1u and the wretchedness 
of society have not been diminished by 
its offices. Ne\·er were charities as nu-
merous and as magnificent as they are to-
day. The moneys now contributetl iu 
this country and in England by benevo-
lently-minded persons are sufficient to 
provide for the actual peeds of every des-
titute family. Modern benefactions are 
without a parallel in history. Unques-
tionably, therefore, something is wrong; 
something is out of sorts. What is it? 
May it not be that we have drifted into 
erroneous conceptions, and appreciate, if 
not too highly, at least disproportionately, 
some blessings, such as liberty; liberality, 
and even culture? For ,veary centuries 
men have toiled for freedom, and they 
have sacrificed that enlightenment might 
be the privilege of the many, and have 
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preached and taught that money-giving 
to the poor is the duty of all. We ha,·e 
become enamored of these things. Con-
templating the world's dire distresR, we 
ha,·c cried out: "Be free"; and multitudes 
are free to stane. Sc('ing the wants and 
woes of mankind, we ha\'e appealed to 
educatiou, that the misery may be more 
intense by being l,nmrn, ,re suppose; or 
we ha\'e adyocate1l wholesale almsgiving, 
by which personal ,lignity is diminished 
and general shiftlcssmss ilH'reasell. Bnt 
all this time we seem to haYe overlooked 
the functions and vnluc of justice. It 
does not occur to us that, after all, liberty 
is but a temple for the exaltation of jus-
tice, and that it is not only without god 
and altar when justice is absent, hut is 
preparing to crumble to pieees. Nor docs 
it occur to us usnally that culture is or 
should be the real preparation for the ex-
ercise of justice, and that charity can only 
supplement the sterner virtues and can 
nevc1· be its substitute. We have mysti-
. fied ourselves; htwe surrounded ourselves 
with poetic clouds; have fallen into ~hal-
low babblings about "light and sweet-
ness," and have almost entil·ely lost sight 
of what is in reality the corner-stone of 
the sol'ial structure. A writer in 1853 
earnestly said: 
" The oppressed classes do not want 
charity, but justice; and with simple 
justice the necessity for charity will dis-
appear, or be reduced to the mini-
mu:n." [See Sovei·eignty of the Indi-
vidual.] Ruskin has repeated this idea, 
and we are satisfied that not until justice 
shall be enthroned in business and in all 
other relations, i.:s well as in the admin-
istration oflaw, shall society be delivered 
from the foes which now invade and 
ravage. Every schoolboy ha;; heard the 
story of the wiclow intercepting the µ~p-
gress of Philip of l\Iacedon with a peti-
tion. He put hl'r nsidc, nrnl she indig-
nantly cried, "I npprnl." "Apfl('al," 
replied the monarch, "to whoni ?" Swift 
and sharp the :111s1n'r camr, " From 
Philip drunk to Philip sober." So at 
this hour the stun·ed am] sorrowing are 
appealing from society intoxicatrd with 
sentiment and rhapsvdics eonccrning free-
dom and charity to society sobered by 
justice; and whc·n justice shall be re-
asserted, then may we hope to see the 
last of the gaunt faces nnd withered forms 
which are now liot.h a reproach ancl a 
threat. 
Dr. Lorimrr theri prncecded · to illus-
trate and enforce his tiicme, "Just-ice the 
Hope of Society," by well-chosen ex-
amples from history, apt quotations 
from ancient and modern ai1thors, fine 
illustrations well prc,scnte<l, able argu-
ment, and chaste and eloquent appeal. 
He thus puts the case between labor 
and capital-monopolies and boycot-
ters : 
In South Framingham two or tlm,e 
years ago an effieient artisan was obliged 
to remo,·e because his fellow-workmen 
would not tolerate his presence among 
them on account of his superior skill and 
industry. They insisted that he must 
come dow_n to their ]eye] or the master 
must discharge him. Similar high-hand-
ed proceedings \\'e lmve liacl of late in 
the effort made -to drh·e all non-union 
inen out of employment. This is au out-
rageous procedure. A so-called volun-
tary society sends a committee to a "boss" 
and says, "You have half a dozen per-
sons in your shops who are not members 
with us, and we demand that you dis-
miss them." .The "boss" calls the men 
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to him und asks if they wish to join this 
p:nt ,icular 9rganization, stating that so 
far: as he is concerned it is a matter of in-
difference.- They ans1Yer, "No!'' What 
follows~ The nnion men are commanded 
to ~trikr, und the muster is drpri \·ed of 
the mrtms,_necrosary to fulfil his cont.ructs, 
und the only wuy he can pun·hnse peace 
· is hy a munifcst act of unfair dt'ali11g with 
t!ie 11on-~111io~ist;·: · 
Such methods, in their css('Jltial nu-
tme, are criminal, und ure umrorthy the. 
lo\·ers of liberty. This sort of eompnl-
sion is as tyrannous us any similar net 
· committed by kings or pope9, and is just 
as reprehensible in A mericun citize11s as 
in eastern despots. A gni11 ul·c ,re re-
minded of Proudtron's paradox: "No 
one is less democratic than the people." 
Hugh Miller wrifies t\1is sentiment when 
he exposes the cruelties perpetrated hy 
stonemaso11s; arnl it is \!Very clny illus-
trated by the spitefulness, harshness, and 
p·etty cruelties of forrmen and forc\romen 
in large establishments. Yet these same 
foreriHn, all(l the toilers who suffer and 
cause suffering in turn, are clear-eyed 
enough to detect injustice in their supe-
riors. " That is ·true," these superior:, 
~viii doubtlecs respond; "they are as 
bad as we are." That may be; but 
have you who possess your millions ever 
really stopped to find out, how bad you 
are? You cry out against the demonrls 
of Jabor, you characterize its friends as 
ignorant agitators, ancl you see nothing 
sacred but capital. But _ you are bliud, 
fatally blind, to your own short-comings 
and inhumanity. The president of the 
Wabash system of railrouds has recently 
waxed eloquently indignant against the 
Knights of Labor, and has shown how 
these marauders ha Ye "killed" engines 
ancl interrupted traffic. ·well, they are 
to be blnmecl; but how about Mr. Gould 
himself? A Mr. McDowell gaYe before 
the Hou~e c0rnmittee as one cause of the 
South,restern strike "the universal sys-
tem of wntering railroa<l stocks, which 
made it nccessm;y for railroad managers 
to scr·cw down the wages of labor us 
ri:iuch as possible." Indee1l; ancl in this 
business Mr. Gould is notoriously efli-
cient. With rernurkalile unanimity the 
press of the coti'ntry has characterized 
him ns "a railroad wrecker." Now, if 
it is unjust to "kill" un cnginr, what is 
it to destroy an entire road for one's per-
sonal ad vantage? 
But this man is not alone in his sin. 
The Ouinnt, March 20, 1886, has this 
astounding statement: "The ethics of 
business for a generation has bem enough 
to make a Gomorrah of this nation." Is 
it so? Startling as this statement is, we 
can Lelicve it, and if for no other reason, 
because the tliird annual report of the 
Burnau of Statistics of Labor of'the State 
of New York-1885-saclly confirms it. 
Commissioner Peck, its author, tells us 
of women toiling eighteen hours for 25 
cents; of the hard, grinding policy of the 
"sweaters" or middle-men, whose only 
aim is to make as much as possible out 
of the wretches they employ. The scenes 
of horror portrayed in this official docu-
ment arc as pitiable and dr:rnrntically · 
thrilling as anything in Victor Hugo's 
"Les Miserables." Not far are wc, from 
Sodom, these things being true. We all 
seem to huve gone into ovrrreaching. The 
riots in Belgium were in part ca\15ed by 
the system of compelling miners to pur-
chase their food on credit from their em~ 
ployers. If the accounts are inaccurate 
they have no remedy, and the least com-
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plaint ends in immediate dismissal and 
starvation. Not dissimilar the custom in 
the West for some railroad corporations 
to sell a few acres to their brakcmen,which 
they are to pay for in instalments, and 
when tliey have nearly paid to discharge 
them for some •imaginar)' fault, thus de-
priving them of the means whcrell'ith to . 
make the final paymenti', t.l1e property in 
case of failure reverting to the company. 
Such practices ·on th~! part of monopolists 
and capitalists are quietly passcd over us 
involving no moral qualities, or at least 
. none of a serious kind; and yet c\'idently 
they are charged and surchargc·d through 
and through with black injustice. Wlien 
we think of such things, we are painfully 
rcmjn<led of that old form of puni:;hment 
known in the times " when wretches 
swung that juryman might dine" ns the 
peine Jorie ct clure. This pe1ialty cou-
sisted · in pressing the accused to <lea th 
for refusing to plead. 
The" press-yard" at Newgatc, though 
not now used for the purpose denoted by 
its name, bears silent witnei:iS still to the 
freqtwncy of the torture. The victim 
was laid out on his hack with I.is hands 
and feet secured ; a plank was put on 
him, and theu weights were pilerl on him 
until he cried out that he would plead, 
or was crushed to death. This has its 
parallel in social life. Thousands of 1111-
. fortunates are bound hand and foot by 
poverty, and burdens and cares are mul-
tipled upon them. E\'ery conceivable 
ad vantage is taken of them by those 
whose position is more a~suretl and eligi-
ble than their own. Slowly they are 
ground down until existence is unendur-
able, and they hail as the only happy mo•• 
ment experienced on earth the 011c that 
heralds the openiugofagr~ve. In England 
during the year 1735 a dumb man was 
. condemned to suffer the peine f orfe. ct 
cliwe. His judges would not believe that 
he could not speak, and so they hunded 
him o\·er to this torture, with what re-
stilts our readers c:m readily imagine. 
Ah, sirs, the most wretched of our suffer-
ing ones-the women who stitch and 
stan·e the overtasked children in om fac-
tories-are also dumb. .They have no 
voice of their own, nor are there many 
voices to plead for them. But th(:'ir mute 
helplessness and despair ought. to appeal 
to us more loudly thm~ earthly eloquencn 
can. 
\Ve l1avercad somewhere that in one 
of the old cit;cs of Italy the King caused 
a bell to be hung in a tower and calle<l 
it the '' bell of jnstice." He likewise or-
dcrc<l that any one who had been wronged 
sho11l<l ring that bell, and the magistrate 
shonl<l come to his relief. In the comse 
of time the lower part of ih(l rope rotted 
:may, and a wild vine was tied to length-
en it. A btiirviug hDrse that had been 
turned out to die iu his old age seeing 
the vine gnawed it., and in doing so rang 
the lJell. Straightway came the magis-
rate, all(! having ascertained in whose 
i:;ct·vice the animal's lifo had been spent, 
he oaid: The dnmb brule has rung the 
bell of justice, and justice he shall have, 
the owner shall care for him the rest of 
his days. Hnmane magistrate ! But is 
not the bell of justice rin 6ing now? 
Dr. Lorimer continued in the same elo-
quent strain to plead for the necessity-
the absolute indispensableuess of justice 
to the wellbeing of soeiety. 
Dr. Lorimer took his r,eat amid vocif-
erous and long-continued applause, and 
his address seemed to make a most pro-
found impress\ou on the audience. 
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It was a pleasant afternoon in the early 
summer, when in company with two 
others the writer star tell on t for a 
stroll. Leaving Richmond, we strnek 
out acrgss fields arnl up and down hills 
in a northerly direction. Having as-
cended the ridge separating the waters of 
the James and Chiclrnhominy, we walked 
011 between cultirnted fiel<ls and patches 
of woods. Now and then was passed the 
house of some wealthy merchant of the 
city. These suburban _ rei;idrnces are 
beautiful pbees away from the dust and 
noise of town. The grassy lawn, with 
the overhanging tress and the bracing 
country air, affords delightful rest when 
the business of the day is o,·er. 
But we tra,·el'lers plodded on, and be- \ 
fore long had pas,ed the toI-1-gat~, and 
were going through the midst of the 
prime,·al forest. Its deep shade · was 
grateful after . the burning rays of . the 
sun. Occasionally, 11·c came upon a 
party of men chopping ,mod, and soon 
reache<l a ~aw-mill. A halt was made 
here for a short whilr, to , inspect the 
working of the machinery. 
Time was flying. Aftrr inking a short 
cut through the ,mod!', \Ye found our-
seh-es on a hill, o,·erlooking the Chicka- ' 
hominy. The Yiew from here was very 
pretty. On the right linml and left 
stretched away other hills, on which were 
dotted farm-houses, ead1 nestling in a 
group of trees. Before us the . river 
wended its torlt:ous m.1y. Along its low 
banks the ground is marshy all the way 
back to the high ground, nm) on the roads 
leading through the swamp many bridges 
are placed. The whole scene, lighted up 
by the slanting rays of the sun, was one 
of great beauty. That is historic ground. 
It ,rns along the river-bottoms in front 
of us thnt tr.e armies of North and South 
confronted each othe1· in 1862. Some 
skirmishing took place nt this point; and 
just around a bend in the river lies Me-
ch:rnics,·ille, famed for the "seven day's 
battle." 
We were startled from om· renrie hy 
the whistle of an approachfog train on 
the railroad ni'nning around the base of 
the hill on which we were standing. 
Seeing that the sun was already low in 
the western heavens, we descended at a 
break-neck speed, and having arrived at 
the bottom, started rapidly homeward 
down the railroad. The city was still 
about eight miles di~tant, an<l the e,·cniug 
was · fast drawing to a close. Many 
trains passed us. Now it was the 
" through express" dashing along at 
thirty miles an hour. Now the heavy 
fn::ight and coal trains thundered throngh 
the cuts, drawn by the strongest engines 
on the road-many having eight driving 
wheels. It was already quite dark : Af-
ter ascending a long, steep grade, we 
were gratified to .see the lights of Rich-
mond in the distance, and were soon 
treading its streets. Though well pleased 
,vith our ramble, we were more than ever 
impresee<l with the fact that "be it ever 
so lowly, there's no place like home." 
. VIATOR, 
TRADES . UNIONS DISCUSSED. 9 
Tra(les l Juions Discussed. 
The time has at Inst forced itself upon 
us for the discussi0n and settlement of 
the question of many years, Who shall 
dictate to the industrial circles? 
\Ve have arri \·eel at thnt crisis which 
sooner or later de\·elops in every question 
concerning the political eco,nomy of a na-
tion. \V c have circumstances surround-
ing us now \Y hieh demand a speedy de-
termination of the extent to wliicli capi-
tal or laLor ~hall 1rielll the sceptre which 
guilles the country to peace and pros-
perity. 
The many recent acts of union organi-
zatious throughout o·ur country have al-
ready giYen rise to warm debates and un-
pleasant words which are producing no 
good effect. It is certainly to Le regret-
ted that the once good feeling which ex-
isttd between employer and employee is 
gradually dying awar, but that it is so, 
is pre-eminently apparent. That union 
~issociations are the greatest producers of 
this effect, I shall endea rnr to show as 
briefly as possible. 
It is an easily concei,·e<l fact that the 
omnipotence of power lies with "minor-
ities." History has shown in the most 
conspicuous manner that above the 
"mighty wave of rnc1!" there are some 
who stand as guides and instructors to 
the mass. These men are the real l~ad-
ers, without whom power is void, and 
their influence is a candle to their rnight. 
In tlie industrial world the cnpitalist 
stands on an elevation above the laborer; 
to him is given the guidance, progress 
and prosperity of the universe and the 
dc\'olopment of the arts and sciences 
~vhich so facilitate him in uti]izin~ the 
.2 
many protlucts of the eai•th. To hhn is 
giveu the power to any moment push 
forward or retard the circnlatiori of wealth. 
He cnn with pleasure inflict a blow upon 
commerce too severe for her to sustain 
and imme<lintely produce panicand fom-
rne. 
The laborer who looks to the capitalist 
for his daily wants is, in a few words, 
his . subject; he is as much dependent 
upon him as is the capitalist upon his 
re\·enue. Tbis fact is quickly recognized 
by some who, desiring for that independ-
ence which is so sweet to man, commence 
at an early age t_o put aside the little by 
little of their hard earned wages, which 
others spend in frolic and dissipation 
until . the little raindrops harn worn away' 
the stone of dependence, and tli stand 
upon the rounds of the ladde1· that leads 
to fortune. 
Insteacl of this course the greater part 
of the workingmE-n have rushed, like 
gold-struck diggere, t<) an El Dorado, to 
accept of the flattering assistance offered 
them by visionary schemers. Never 
have orgauizations been known to grow 
with snch . rapidity and develop such 
power. In almost every city and town 
in the United States have the workmen 
bound themsel H'S in a strong fraternal 
boud, to prorect themselves against the 
. seeming injustice of their employers, 
who they imagine arc · striving to keep 
them in pornrty and with their '.' noses to 
the grindstone." It is a prevailing opin-
ion among the w~H'ki11g class that their 
employers derive enormous profits from 
the products of their hands, make loads 
of moner 1 with whkh ther fill their pocl,;-
10 RICHMOND COLLEGE MESSENGER. 
ets, without ever giving an eye to the 
workingman's welfare. If these men 
could at the settlement of business at the 
close of each year, see the percentage 
which the manufacturer makes upon his 
capital, after all business ex1ienses are 
defrayed, ifhe could see the fluctuations of 
t.he imagined enormous bank accounts, 
how at ·times they star,d in imminent 
peril and what risks they have to sustain, 
I am sure he would hardly be willing to 
give np his careless life for such troubles, 
for, as has been well said, "The poor 
man ltas food and raiment; the rich man, 
· food,, raiment and trouble ." 
In consequeuce of these opinions con-
cerning their oppression, the laborers have 
made an effort to fine\ relief hy forming 
themselves into a union. Perhaps there 
• are cases in ,vhich t.hese unions hu,~e ac ... 
complished their purpose. They ha,·e 
-succeeded in many instances in having 
their wages increased and preveuting 
them from being cut dow1~; they have 
often relieved themselves immediately, 
but can a· man afford to sacrifice the fu-
ture for the prescut? gain a boon at the 
loss of a friend? Does not the laborer to 
a degree exact, when he attempts, in one 
way and another, to carry his point? Is 
not boycotting a form of coercion ? and is 
there anything more obnoxious to the hu-
man race than to be coerced? \Vhen 
these unions become so large aud power-
ful, does it not appear to threaten rebel-
lion, and can animosity be more inereasi:itl. 
between capital and labor than by these 
signs? Yet there is in these unions 
much of exceeding benefit. Some of the 
planks in their platforP.1 are of praisewor-
thy inaterial-co-operation is the most 
successful form of working that has yet 
been introduced into the world, but when 
co-operation reaches for things it cannot 
obtain, it produces harm by burdening 
the shoulders it should relieYe. That 
tl1e eapitalist is going to ha Ye his pay-roll 
clidate<l to him i,; heyoncl conception as 
.n supposition and impossible as a fact. 
To be released from the control of eapi-
tal is only obtained by becoming a capi-
talist., and as the ;;o-callt>tl work of pro-
tection advances, the channel between 
ca pita] and labor widens, the good feel-
ing once so tmi,·ersal ,bet\Yeen employer 
mHl employed is gradually dying away, -
the good will is becoming lessoned, mu-
tual interest is being supplanted by dire 
conflict, the scorn of the "employee i,; 
met by the scorn of the employer," and if 
things continue as at present we can but 
predict for th€ future that the capitalists 
will feel no morc ·interest iu union work-
men than for a taskerl day-labort>r : the 
courtesies O11ce so generally shown will 
be no more, a man will be paid only for 
the nlllnbrr of hours he works, and sick-
ness will have no power to restrain him 
from enforcing !tis rrgulations. 
That "mutual interrst enriches both 
employer and employee" is a rule to 
which seldom an exception can be found. 
Find the case where you may, and you 
can generally note the fact that e,·en the 
lllOSt avaricious will enclcavor to assist 
aud benefit those whom he sees have an 
iuterest in, and attempt to nid his pros-
perity; those will he stand hy, ancl as 
he prospers, they will prosper with him. 
Is not, this feeling being rapidly severed? 
Can any student of human nature Le so 
blind as not to see the inevib1blc effer.ts 
of the actions of these tradC's unions? 
Cannot the laborer be aroused to see his 
. iu_t_ercst, to Jook l:,e,yon<l ,the pretty talcs 
of quack economists, to reason for him-
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self? Can he not see the conseq nenccs 
al.ways directly or indirectly hingit)g upon 
strikes, and comprehend the policy of 
changing his tactics? Is the fact that 
they am so many thousand strong and 
liave large sums of money coming into 
their treasury weekly, that if a city 
should rebel against them and close its 
works they ::wm: be supporle<l by sister 
cities', while out of employment, any en-
couragen cnt to them ? :. Cannot they see 
how quick a union of capital to close 
them out could suc<'ced ; how, if the 
larger cities shoul<l combine against tl1cm 
they wonld soon exhanst tlH•ir treasury 
and have to eomc to terms unde1· dis-
agreeable circumstances to support their 
families, having cut asunder all the pos-
sibility of friendly ties for the futurr. 
· Even , should an employer grant their re-
quest( when he cannot afford to Le in-
jured by snspensi!ln or boycotting, shnll 
he not, when circumstances are favorable, 
throw off his yoke and deelare himself 
master of the situation, ,-ancl~array him-
self against them ? ;_ Will_it not put non-
union men at a:1wcmium an<l_cncourage 
foreign labor? The affirmative, I think, 
is a self-evident answer. To remedy 
this evil without causing disagreeable 
outcoming I know of but one method, 
and that is to teach men to think. 
There is nothing that will give the 
mind coolness and deliberntion like edu-
cation-nothing will so awaken our pow-
ers to look "before and after," and pro-
duce good feeling among all above and 
below . us. Nothing will make us so am-
bitious for independence and show us 
the proper path to reach it. Nothing 
will so make us "at peace with ourselves 
and all the worlcl" as education.--0'. TV. 
Ale1:ander, in " Tl'Clclesmctn." 
A S11n11uc1·'s 'I'ravcl!';. 
Sirn:e the first of Jnne last, I ha\·e had 
occasion to indulge in an amount of 
tra,·el perhaps unusual in the ,~xperieme 
of a country preacher. Several religious 
gatherings have been attended, and a rn-
cation trip has been taken to Virginia. 
Let me mention some things impru,sed 
upon me in these rambles which I \\'ill 
group under three heads-viz., ideas 
progressive and safe, gramleur of nature, 
old associations revived. I 
I. Ideas progressive and safo. 
One of the religious meetings that I at- , 
tended, convened at Odessa, N. Y., was 
conspicuou~l~ strong in its_ a:l\'Ocacy of I 
college trammg for the munstry. Be- / 
tween the coll<'ge m_en at that meeting, 
representing different institutions of 
learning, there seemed to be a special 
bond of union. Education was not, how-
ever, exalted to take the place of a divine 
call or a consecrated heart. The whole 
tone of the discussion proclaimed educa-
tion to be a valuable training for powers 
that were divinely given and that would 
always need a divine quickening for their 
efficient exc1·cise. Another gratifying 
feature of the meeting was its conserva-
tive position towards the New Theology. 
Probation after death was declared to be 
an idea lacking biblical support and con-
cerning which it was neither wise nor 
safe to speculate. Lax views and ration-
nlistic thought are not the legitimate off-
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spring of education in the ministry, and 
no good reason exists for associating them 
with it. 
-II. Gra11cleilr of Nature. 
My journeyings brought me on ·the 9th 
. of Ju .ne to the famous natural wonder of 
Watkins Glen, situated in Schuyle1· 
county, N. Y. I spent about an hour 
and a-half i11 passing through the Glen, 
which gave me much gratification. The 
tremendous depths of the opening which 
forms the Glen, the multiform shape,; of 
the rocks on either side, the clear, placid 
pools at the bottom, which in some in-
stances have worn for themsekes almost 
perfect basins, the dashing ,rnter-folls 
and cascades, all combine to proclaim that 
nature is majestic and grand. I belie,·e 
that there is much truth in the idea that 
one's thoughts and sentiments are largely 
inflnenced by the objects that he observes. 
Hence those engaged in any kind of lit-
erary work do well occasionally to devote 
both time and money for securing a view 
of what is beautifol and inspiring. 
\Vorks of art and wonders of nature will 
both minister beuefit to the mind. The 
peculiar advantage of the latter is that 
they more directly lead ns to contemplate 
the Divine Architect and Framer of the 
universe. 
III. Ol<l associations reviYed. 
The closing days of Jul r found me 
tired, sick, an<l perhaps a little gloomy. 
All things considered I decided to take a 
vacation from my pastorate and go 
home; so in twenty-four hours after 
leaving this place the R. F. & P. train 
brought me into Richmond. Not a good 
place to go to for health',, sake in July, 
many would say. And yet I found it 
good. Fortunately dming my visit, there 
was not much severely hot weather. In-
deed, reports stated that moderate temper-
ature had thus for characterized the sea-
son. A helpful influence came from the · · 
fact of Leing at home after a protracted 
absence. I found in old associations 
something restful,and composing and in 
the revirnl of them stimulus. Of course 
the college was generally deserted in July 
and August. I had the pleasure, how-
ever, of meeting a few of the alumni. 
Only one professor was in town, our 
esteemed instructor in chemistry. His po-
sition when I met him on the college 
campus indicated · that he might still be 
engaged in agricultural chemistry, attend-
ing to both theoretical and practical, as 
he used to do. For he stood in abont a 
direct line between the chemistry lecture 
room and the reclaimed "marshland." 
Would that all his students might suc-
cessfully combine theory and practice in 
the daily work of life ! I was glad to 
note signs of college progress in the fin-
ishing of the Thomas Memorial Hall and 
in the large number of graduates that 
·wore the laurel wreath last commence-
ment. May th-e future bring larger pros-
perity! One pleasant incident of my · 
visit was a little jaunt to the conn try a few · 
miles from Richmond. Meeting wi.th 
friends not seen for years, participafing 
once more in the festivities of a Virginia 
picnic, and proving again the countrr hos-
pitality, gave me much enjoyment. 
vYell, yacation prepares us fur future 
,rork, and I nm back :it my _labor .with 
impro\'ed health nnd hoping to render 
better service in the time to come. To 
the ~Messenger, I wish increased vigor 
and extended patronage for the next nine 
months. Its pust snccrs,es gh·e hope of 
future triumphs. A. E. C. 
Gaines, Pa., September 9, 1886. 
THE CAUSES OF THE LATE WAR. 19 
'l'he Causes oC lbe Late ,var. 
Amo1ig the vicis8itudes of our go\'eri1-
ment, none has ever cast snch a shadow 
of dismay O\'er hel' people, or left sucl1 a 
stain upon her l1istory, as that of the 
late wal'. That such a dissension be-
tween the opposing sections should ha \'C 
sprung up 8pontaneonsly, would be un-
reasonable; neither do we think it more 
plausible to suppose that_ it was a sudden 
outburst of a political issue, but, like all 
other similar conflicts, a gl'owth of senti-
ment and pal'ty spirit which ripened into 
war. This party spirit began to manifost 
itself among the statesmen of the North, 
as early as the careers of Hamilton amt 
Jefferson. The former, in fa\'or of what 
is termed "a strong government"; the 
other, a go\'ernment of the people, with 
powers cantiousl_y limited and clearly de-
fined in the Constitution ; the one, with 
the idea that the government was the 
master of the people; . the other, the peo-
ple were the masters of the goverument. 
However, the Jeffersonian party tl'i- 1 
umphcd in the production of a democrat- . 
ical Constitution, and the overshadowing 
popularity of the democratic statesmen 
kept down everything like cliques and 
sections. 
But the opposing party was not crush-
ed, for soon we hear the title "Federal-
.. ists," the euemies of the democratic go\·-
ernment and e,·ery safeguard which the 
Constitution thl'ows arountl the liberty of 
the people. From the appearance of the 
'' Federalists" the antagonism between 
the political principles of the leading 
statesmen of the North and the Sout.h as-
sumed a tolerably well-defined shape in 
the division of parties; and the hatred of 
al.l the lca1ling statesmen · of the South 
which ra11kled in the bosom of the Fed-
eralists knew no boull(]s, nor did it· die 
1Yith that generation; for parents handed 
dO\rn to their childreu an odium against 
the \\'hole Sonth. The Federal party, 
more than eighty-five years ago, broke 
the moral and social peace of the Union, 
and thus fixed tlie starting point of a po-
litical aIHl social ,,·ar which went on 
gathering aml increasing in intensity of 
alienation and hntred, until it ripened, at 
last, into the late terrible strifo. 
There is an old maxim which says, "a 
contiuual <hopping \\'ill wear a stone," 
am! Sil it <lid. Although the complete 
triumph oft he Democratic party O\'er that 
faction saved the conntry from an open 
rupture for the long period of sixty years, 
ueYertheless, the old animosity against the 
South could not be worn away. 
If their gronnd rendered no longer a 
decent exeuse for opposition, the lea<lers . 
were sul'e to hunt up some new issue on 
which to hnng another chunce of securing 
their ends. Thu s, while looking arnund for some . new issue to keep alive their 
waning party strength, they struck upou 
the negro as thei1· pl'ey; 11ot because they 
had in their hearts any peculiar lo\·e for 
him, or any ol~cction to uegro subordin-
ation as it existed in this country, Lnt 
solely on accotrnt of their ol<l hatred of 
demoerntic principles. 
The ,·ery States of the North which, 
in 1787, ·,roted :igainst the immediate 
abolition of the slave-trade, a few years 
after led off t lie mad ('ntsadc against the 
States in which so-calle<l slavery existed 
by law, and under the protection of the 
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Constitution of the United States. As 
the twenty Athenian ships w hieh assisted 
the Ionians " were the brginning of mis-
chief between the Greeks and Tiarlia -
rinns," so was this assault, nnproYokcd 
on the part of the South an<l haYir,g no 
f<,undation in any portion of the Korth 
except that of jealousy of the prosperity 
of the So 11th, the begi1111ing of hostilities. 
This 1s. the opinion of Mr. 1Tdforson in a 
letter to General Lafayette : "The lead-
ers of Federalism got up the Misrnuri 
question under the false front of lessening 
the measure of slavery, but with the real 
,·iew of producing ct .c;cographicol division 
of parties." The snga<.:ious an<l for-see-
ing mind of Jefferson fully_comprchcndc<l 
the power of the negro question ns :a 
means of party [lgitation; for whrn the 
political agitation ,ms quieted by the ad-
mission of Missouri uncl the restriction 
ofslanry, the North was not willing to 
let the question sleep in peace, and fight 
their political haitles on the \,ank and 
tariff questions. 
The threat of South Carnlina to nullify 
the tariff act, and other charges, they 
deemed not a sufficient iucenti rn for the 
growth of hatred against the South. While 
such patriots as W ehster, Clay, aud Cal-
houn-men who, though differing in opin-
ion, Joyed their country, and could not 
hear the tho11gh,tof seeing it disrupted,-
wcre debating the bank :md tariff ques-
tioni-:, fonatics sprang up all over the 
North, prodniming "the enormity of 
slavery as a sin and a crime against Goel." 
They br:mdc<l the southern citizens with 
su1·h epithets ns "thie\·es" aml "murder-
ers," and further poisonccl the minrls of 
the public liy forming abolition societies, 
and printing abolition tracts, magazines, 
and newspapers, and spreading them 
gratuitously over the country. The ne-
groes were nrninly in the southern States. 
The 11orthern people could not lie ex-
pected to understand a rare of which they 
knew so little; therefore they must rely 
11 pon the reports of newspapers, often 
printed by unprineipled men or ambitious 
politieians, whose whole interest consist-
ed in mi;representii~g facts. 
Thus the education of the northern 
people went Oil for more than twenty 
years, ripeuing the public mind for the 
gn·nt strnggle which followed, hy the cry 
that society, as it existed in the South, \vas 
"a sin and a crime." And while by 
nrnrly e\·ery northem State the act in re-
lation to the return of "fugitives from 
scn·ice," was openly nullified, the North 
11pliraidcd South Carolina with a breach 
of the Constitution, and tried to stigma-
tize her great statesmnn with the title, 
"Father of Disunion." 
But Mr. Calhoun's public record and 
speech in the United States Ser,nte amply 
refutes the charge, where he so i1obly 
uttered, a No man would feel more happy 
than myself to belie,·e that this Unio11 
formed by our ancestors shoul<l Ii,·e for-
ever. Looking . bnck to the long course 
of forty years' serdce here, I have the 
consolation to belieYe that I ha,·c never 
done one act to \Ycaken it; that I ha\·e 
done foll justice to all scction1:, and if I 
haYc ewr been exposed to the imputation 
of a contrary motive, it rs because I haYP 
been willing to defend my sectio11 from 
unconstitutional encroachments." 
It will thus be seen that at the very 
time that the abolitiouists were preaching 
up a mad crusade against the Union, 
and educating a generation to hate the 
government of our fi1ther~, southern 
men, the great leaders of the South, were 
begging and imploring that it might be, 
preserved. THORNIIKE. 
THE CA USES OF EARTHQUAKES. 15 
Tl1e great earthquake whit·h rrccntl_l' I 
shook the southeastern part of the U11i-
ted States, and ,nought such ha Yoe in 
Charleston, South Carolina, has turned 
people's nttentio11 to these con\'ll],;:ons of 
the earth. Perhaps a few ll'ords aliout 
them and their causes \\'ill not be innp-
proprinte now. If ,re look nt the ,ckv on 
a cloudless night, we see it bcspni;gled 
with glowing stars ·. Some oft hcsc !-hine 
with their oll'n light, others hy reflected 
rnys. 'The earth is among the latt<'l' 
dasi;:, rccei ,·ing its radiance from the s LIil. 
· Astronomers tell us that this was 110t al-
ways the case; that eountle~s ages before 
the creation of 111a11 our planet mo,·crl 
through space a glowing star. Gradually 
_ it cooled, and upon its surface appeared 
splotches of land, just as ice forms on a 
pond. This cooling process l\'ent on, 
and in the course of ages chaos became 
cosmos. Here a:;tronomy refers us to 
geology in our further enquiries. And 
what <loes geology say? It informs us 
that the eartl1 is still cooling, that its in-
terior is a mass of seething, molten mat-
ter, and that the crust keeps contracting. 
Bnt what reasons ha\'e we for these state-
ments? For the mere ipsct dixit of n rc-
cc•nt science does not carry conviction. 
\Ve answer, seyeral. In the first place, 
the increase vf temperature as we desceml 
townrde the centre of the globe. This 
increase Yaries for different localities, IH.1t 
is always ns much as one degree for a 
hundrecl feet of descent. 
At this rate, at a distance of fifiy miles 
the hardest rocks ll'ouhl melt. Then, the 
w.ater from deep artesiau wells nud gey-
Mrs js guit~ hot, The well at Paris is 
1rell known; there is one in Clrnrleston, 
S. C., 1250 feet deep, throwing up wate1· 
at a temperature of 87° Fahr. The 
geysers of hot water in Iceland, Jo1r:i, 
and other place;;, go to pro\'e the same 
pos11wn. Again, the Yolcanoes scattered 
here and therP, belching 11p molten la\'a, 
show that <loll'n be11eath us the beat is 
,·ery great-great enough to melt rocks. 
Scientists <lifter slightly as to the thickness 
of the c~1;tl1't; crust, none putting it owr 
kn mih•s. If \\'C represent our globe 
(8,000 miles diameter) by a sphere ten 
inches in cliametcr, the ~rnst of the work] 
,rould be reprcsenterl by a shell one-
eightieth of :m inch thick. Surely this 
solid gro1111d is not so solid after all. 
Three caus<'s have been ginn for the 
occun·nce uf earthquake sh1H:ks: This 
pb11ct ii; sun·ou1Hlcd by an atmosphere. 
Its height ha.,; beC'n put at from fifty to 
one hundred miles. Experiment ,shows 
its pressure per square i11('h to be fifteen 
pounds. This air is not still, hut moved 
about hy "air t·u1Te11ts," so that its s1u-
foce resembles the wm·es of the ocean. 
On those parts under the crest of the air-
\\'a\"e the pressure is grenter thnn under 
the trough. Pr"of. Proetor says that this 
. . ' . ' mcrease m pressure s0111et1111es amounts 
to as much as sc\·en hundred thousand 
million tons o,·er an area as wide 
as the United States. This H:ems suffi-
cient to cause a shaking of the earth, 
arnl that it often cloes, 1s shown 
by the oppressiveness of the nir 
before a shoek. The weaker the crust 
miller ·11ie crPst, the more Yiolent the 
sl1ock. 
Tidal waves are another cause of earth-
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quakes. The principle here is the same 
as in the fo1·mer case-increase of pres-
sure on thin places in crust. Instead of 
being air-,rnves, hf,wever, they arc wnler-
\\'aves. These, made l1y the dra\\'ing 
po\\'er of sun UIJ(l moon, :lltnin great 
height and come \\'ith considerable force 
o;i the shore. The pressure they excrt is 
('Uormous - sometimes amounting to 
116,000,000,000 tons per squa•·e mile. 
It ·is a notable foct_that most eart[1r.prnkes 
occur near the sea; the famous one in 
Lisbon and the rc<'ent one in Clrnrleston, 
are exa rn pies. A 11 ,·0lcm10<:s- (save one 
in Central Asia) are dose to the 1rnter. 
These facts prove the correctness of the 
principle we are laying down. 
\V c now come to discuss the great 
cause for these <jui,·erings of our planet. 
As Lefore said, the crust of the earth is 
thin and constantly eontrarting, all(] the 
interior is in a olate of fusion. Now, as 
the surface contrads, ('racks or fissures 
appear in ,reak places. Through these 
.. 
a pert mes water rushes in, either from the 
ocean, or from the veins of water in the 
ground, and coming on the heated, mol-
ten matter, generates great quantities of 
1-,tcarn. The poll'cr of steam has Leen 
known c,·c1· since Watt made it lift the 
I iJ of the kettle. The great amount pro-
duced in the interior of our globe, in seek-
ing exit, shakes it with mighty force, and 
causes the "rumbling noise" which ac-
companies earthquakes. These qnakiugs 
of the grm111d continue until the aqueous 
vapor finds outkt-not unfrequeutly in a 
vokano. This does uot always , break out 
ucar the scat of the earthquake--some-
times on anothff continent. That one 
will rnon burst into eruption on the At-
lanticseaboarJ, many think likely. These 
mighty phenomena trnly iuspire awe and 
a sense of human Wt'akness, when the 
proudest monuments of man's skill arc 
shaken to pietes in an instant. They 
should teach us that the world is ruled by 
''a mighty hand and a stretched-out arm." 
ALBION • 
'l'llat liis,.. 
Alice E,·elyn is a tall, but gra<'efolly 
liuiltyoung woman, and carries herself in 
a queenly rnarnwr. She is a l1londe, yet 
has large brown eyes, shade(1 l,y drooping 
lashes which make them ol1cj· the slightest 
wish of their mistress. Her !ikin is as 
clear as the first rose of spring and her 
cheeks rival it in their tints. 
I first saw Im· on one of our prineipal 
streets, and could not refrain from turning 
to look at her. Aft1·r 111nny rndea\'ors, 
I obtained an introduction. Ycllrs of-
society life had made me familiar with the 
likes and dislikes of women, and so I 
tried to appem· to my I.Jest adrnutage. 
To a great extent, I succeeded. She 
eordinlly invited me to call nnd oee her. 
I was delig!tted, and made an engagement 
for a few nights after. 
Impatiently I waited for the tim<' when 
I ohould commence my visits to her house, 
and perhaps be put among • her friends 
It came at last. I ,mo ushered int,~ the 
parlor. In a few minutes Miss Eyelyn 
appeared in a handsome eveni11g dress. 
I ,ms never met \\'ith v more pleasant 
~mile. \Ve chatted merrily, discussing 
murringes, l'ngagcments; and flirtations. 
'' But," I ~aid, "tell me about your 
sweethearts." "I have nt>ne," sh() 
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naively answered. "Then I will have 
no ,respect for man again," I said ; "but 
you do not mean that your friends show 
such poor taste as not to apply for this 
little hand and the large heart that 
would accompany it." So saying, I 
caught hol<l of the tiny fingers that were 
dangling at her side, and gently pressed 
them between my own. "If you do 
that again, I will leave the parlor." 
"Why not say you will box me?" I put 
in, '' that would be more sensational, cer-
tainly to my enrs." "Well, I will," she 
said la~1ghingly. "If you do, you know 
the consequences." ''You would:not<lare,'' 
she said, laying great stress on "dare." 
I lost no time in turning the conversation 
into another drnnnel, and she was soon 
in her usual gay temperament. 
She told me rwesently of a beautiful en-
gagement ring given to a friend of hers· 
I remembering the ring on her hand• 
asked to see it, and determined if possi-
ble, to get the hoped-for slap. But she 
let me see it only at a distanc('. I grasped 
for it, and upon my cheek came a stroke 
that could not Le mistaken. With a 
fipring, she was up and across the room. 
I followed her immediately. She put up 
her bands, hut these could accomplish 
nothing against my strength ; oo she 
brought up her pleadings as reinforce-
ments, but these were to me permission 
of which I quickly took advantage. I 
soon had in my arms, and placed upon 
hc-r lips two kisses. My hold was loosed--
she was free to fly away. 
What! does she remain ! Even so, 
her head rested on my shoulders. I 
again kissed those delicate lips. Yet, she 
did not move. ;.n this position I re-
mained some time, for she did not speak 
Pr move. I presently spoke to her 1 bnt she 
gave me no answer; her face was becom-
ing as white as alabaster. Drawing a 
chair near me, I placed her in it. Her 
head fell loosely to one side, and the dark 
blue cushioned back cast a gastly appe,ar-
ance upon her face. I begged her tQ 
speak, but she made no response. I gt·ew 
uneasy; what to do, I knew not. After 
some hesitation, I open the door to see if 
was any water in the hall; to my horror, 
11ot a drop. 
My anxiety increaseLl. Perhaps I had 
better call her mother; I opeped the 
door, but here my courage failed, for he; 
father might come also. Having raised 
the windows as easily as possible, I sat 
down by Miss Alice's side and tried to 
think of some remedy-not one came to 
my mind. I became desperate, and 
swore I would never kiss another girl. 
My heart seemed to stop beating. I dis-
tinctly heard footsteps in the hall above) 
and then upon the stairs. They came 
nearer; then silence ensued. Looking 
over my shoulder, I gazed timidly around 
the room ; no~ody was there. The foot-
steps were no~ in the dining room adjoin-
ing, and thcn in the hall advancing to-
ward the parlor. My first impulse was to 
exit through the window; but pride for-
bade. I concluded, no matter what might 
be, to stand the storm. I heard the steps 
on the stairca'ie again. Words cannot tel1 
my relief; ·but when my eyes rested on 
the white face beside me, my uneasiness 
returned. 
How slowly the moments passed! 
Suppose Miss EYelyn did not recover! 
A cold shiver passed over me at the 
thought. I looked at her again. She 
moved. Gradually her eyes opened and 
she looked around the room as "a 
stranger in a strange land," When her 
18 RICHMOND COLLEGE Jl;JJlSSENGER. 
eyes caught mine, she took _ in the situa-
tion in an instant. " Mr. A.," she said, 
slowly, "can you ever forgive yourself 
for your conduct?" I muttered an 
answer-I know not what; and soon 
left, not tarrying at, the door for the 
usual "come again." Had I been in-
vited, my ddermination was so strong in 
the negative, that I could not have said, 
'' Thank you, I will." I have often seen 
Miss Alice sinr.e then. She always 
smiles and bows, but those smiles and 
bows have no effect on me. 
CAW. 
'.l'he G1·eat11ess 0C0111• Cou11t1•y, 
It is not my intention to go into a pro-
longed and exhaustive discussion of the 
greatness of om· land, but merely to give 
some running comments on its impor-
tance. 
Among the seyen grand divisions of the 
earth, America ranks foremost-fore-
most in productions and scenery-fore-
- most in the variety and nature of its ad-
vantages. Washed on either side by the 
waters of great ,oceans, its son them coast 
bathed by the Gulf of Mexico, its situa-
tion is superior to that of any other coun-
try. From the lakes of Maine to the Gulf 
of California it is full of wonders and 
scenery that can hardly be-(lqualled. The 
history of this country has been ·wonder-
ful. Only a few centuries ago, when other 
countries we1·e highly civilized, this land 
was one vast wilderness, in which was 
not a sign of civilization, and whose sol-
itudes were broken only by the noise of 
wild auimals or the , cries of savages. 
What a contrast is presented to us now ! 
The savages and wild beasts have been 
dri,·en out; the wilderness has disappear-
ed, and in their place appear thousands 
of cities and towns- a country thickly 
populated and cultivated. 
All this has not taken place gradually. 
The greatest advancement in civilization 
has occured in the memory of men still 
living. There are many who can tell of 
dense forests and swamps that in · theit· 
recollection luwe been transformed into 
the avenues and streets of a populous 
city. In some places the change has been 
as if by magic, cities and towns springing 
up almost in a day, and howling wilder-
nesses transformed into gardens, so rapid 
has been the advance of civilization in 
this country in the last half century. 
This progress can in large measure be 
accounted for when we realize the influence 
of Christianity. Ours is called a Chris-
tian country, and in no other save Eng-
land is the religion of the true God so 
universal. This fact is to a great extent , 
the secret of our growth and success as a 
nation, and so long as we continue in 
this religion we will advance, but so soon 
as we forget it and turn away from God, 
our retrogression is sure to follow. 
There are many cases where this in-
fluence of Christianity is especially 
marked-revolutionizing whole coun-
tries. The island of Madagascar was a 
wihl and barbarous country. Only a few 
years ago, comparatively, was Christian-
ity introduced there, btit now the whole 
island is one great Christian community 
full of churches and schools. 
The Fejee Islands, which a few ye,~rs 
back were inhabited by cannibals, fight-
THE GREATNESS OF OUR COUNTRY. 19 
ing and e~ting one another, are now en-
tirely subdued by Christianity. 
In Africa, civilization is being worked 
out by religion . . Ignorance and supersti-
tion have for a long time encircled this 
land like the darkness of night. But 
now, to give the words of another "the 
day is dawning for that benighted conti-
nent and even the darkness of her night 
will pass away before the renewing influ-
ences of Christianity." 
Let us take a glauce at our form of 
government, in passing. It is free-not 
loose-and democratic. ~o sovereign 
sits upon a throne to oppress the people 
by making laws not to their interest. 
The people thernseh'es have a part in 
making the laws, and themselves choose 
the men by whom they shall be governed. 
In America every man is born free-
has equal rights. Each one ·has a chance 
to rise from the most insignificant place 
to occupy the highest position which the 
nation can give. Many men who hold 
the highest offices to-day, began life in 
poverty and obscurity. We have a uota-
ble example in our present leader. A few 
years ago his name was unknown, but 
now, risen from obscurity to prominence, 
Cleveland is known all over the world. 
Such opportunities does America afford to 
those who aspire to political greatness. 
The educational advantages of this 
country are great. With such col-
leges as Harvard, Yale, and the Uni,·er-
sity of Virginia, it . is second to none-
save, perhaps, Germany in its depth of 
learning; the schools and colleges in 
every part of the land placing education 
within the reach of all. To educate its 
people is the first object of this country ; 
aud .,v-ith increased facilities it is contin-
ually doing more in that direction. 
- In resources there is no land on the 
globe equal to America. From the At-
lantic to the Pacific, from its northern 
boundary to its southern limit, it contains 
unlimited natural wealth. It possesses 
some of the richest mines in the world. 
The northwestern Qountry is one vast 
mmmg region, while over the eastern 
portion are scattered mines of immense 
wealth. Their yield is enormons. 
In point of scenery, America ranks 
high. All over _our land-on its coasts, 
in its forests, in the glens and dales of its 
mountain ranges, along its lakes and 
rivers-there are a thousand chi1rrning 
sights. Indeed, in the variety of its 
scenery, our country is unsurpassed by 
any other. Among her White Mountains, 
CatskiJI, Alleghany, Rockies and Sierra 
Nevada, we have some of the wildest 
scenery in the world. Om· rivers and 
la!{es are among the largest and noblest. 
Among places in our country noted for 
scenery, may be mentioned the Yosemite 
Valley, Niagra Falls, Natural Bridge, 
Luray Cave, Mammoth Cave, &c. 
How thankful we should be that our 
lots are cast in a land so fat· advanced in 
civilization ~nd Christianity; so liberalin 
government; so varied and rich in re-
sources ; so fu11 of learning; and so rich 
in landscape. 
Let us be careful not to abuse or mis-
use the advantages aff'orded us by such a 
country. C. A. F. 
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A TraintJ A 1n·oatl. 
There· are -not ~-a great mariy subjects 
upon which th(writet· of the present ar-
ticle would attempt to inform any one. 
But upon the question, '' How to spend 
a pleasant and profitable vacation" , hav-
ing _had : some ·:experience, I venture a 
fe"i,v remarks. I do not know how better 
to impress upon yon the benefit to be de-
rived )han by giving a few notes of travel. 
After spending nine months in arduous 
toil _ at college, believing our constitution 
shattered and in need ~ of repair, the q ues-
tion, "What" shall I do this snmmer", 
naturally comes up to each one. For the 
country boy this, is easily answered ; he 
returns home to loved ones and familiar 
scenes made dearer by a few months' 
separation. Here the plow and scythe 
await him, and e.xercise in the pure air 
soon brings back the health and strength 
of body which he so much craves. For 
the city lad, the case is so mew hat different. 
He receives invitations from his friends 
and relatives, in various portions of the 
country, to come and make them a visit. 
If he has no country relations and plenty 
of money he goes to the sea-side or some 
summer resort in the mountains. But 
the dull monotony of hotel life, the late-to-
bed ai1d late-to-rise, the constant dress, 
fails to give the energy and vigor of body 
that is obtained by roaming over hills 
and through woods, waking with the 
break of day and wearing clothes long 
past service for parlor use. All these 
ways of recreation are very pleastint and 
build up the system for anothe1· year of 
labor, but what I wish to speak of is a 
way in ·which you can see some of the 
natural scenery of the country, have pleas-
me, have experience in the ways of the 
world, and recuperate-all in one; that 
is, tramp the country. 
While thinkh1g o\·er some plans for 
the summer, I was approached by a 
friend and school-mate with a proposi-
tion -to tramp over Virginia together. 
As the weather was very unsettled, or 
rather had settled on having rain about 
every other day, I did not fancy much 
the idea of tramping around through the 
mud day after day. And besides, the 
sun, when it did shine, was very hot. It 
seemed as if it tried to make up for lost 
time. vVe had about made up our minds 
to walk, when, by a piEce of good fortune 
that characte_rized · the whole trip, we 
found that we could get horses. That 
settled our mode of travel: we would go 
horseback. \Ve might have gone further 
in a day and have traveled with more 
comfort in a buggy, but we were not in a 
hurry nor did we care for comfort; what 
we wanted was exercise, and we bad a 
plenty of it, for our steeds were buggy 
horses, accustomed to trot and not expe-
rienced in the easy movements of the 
average riding-horse. On the 12th of 
July, we made our start, each one with a 
pair of saddle-bags and an umbrella. 
These were not articles of luxmy but 
simple necessities. For the first day or 
two, as evening drew on, we would feel a 
little worse for wear, ~specially a little 
stiff with an all-over-tired sort of feeling, 
but before one week had passed, we 
would feel about as fresh at the e1id of a 
long day's ride as we did when we 
started. 
At the end of three weeks, after mak-
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ing several stops to see friends, we were 
in the mountains; here there was ample 
food for the intellect, grandeur and beauty 
for the imagination, and objects on 
every hand for pleasing the eye or grati-
fying curiosity. First, we made our way 
towards the Peaks of Otter. Leaving our 
horses at the hJOt, we walked slowly to-
wards the top. Here we found a hotel-
a house having three rooms, set down 
among the rocks. One strange thing 
about this hotel, though it is so small, is 
that from twenty-five to thirty persons 
can be accommodated for a night. Of 
course yon must not be fastidious about 
what you sleep upon in such high life. If 
you htwc cover enough to keep you 
warm you sliould be content. The view 
from the topmost rock is simply grnnd. 
On the west you have the Blue Ridge 
almost at your feet, with the Alleghany 
off in the distance. On the cast, a broad 
expanse with woods and fields intermixed, 
and the whole dotted with form houses. 
The little town of Liberty, with its church 
spires glitt2ring in the setting sun, and 
the long curling smoke left by a train as 
it dashed along in the distance, lent a 
charm to the scene, and it seemed as 
though we looked upon a picture. ·with 
hearts full of wonder we wntehed the sun 
sink gradually behind the mountains and 
the bright tints fade from the clouds. 
With uplifted eyes I could but inwardly 
exclaim, "How wonderful are thy ·works, 
0 God." The next morning we were 
out bright and early, wrapped in blan-
kets, waiting to catch the first appearance 
of the sun above the horizon. Seeing tbe 
sun rise would have been a novel sight to 
us had we been down below, but from 
our lofty position how eagerly we waited 
its appearance. First a faint red streak 
appeared high up m the clouds, 
then another and another, brighter and 
brighter, until the whole sky seemed 
on fire. ,v e were expecting every mo-
ment the sun to Lnrst forth in all his 
glory from this fiery mass of clouds,' lrnt 
in this we were nnstaken, for a little di;;k 
of red rose gradually from behin d 
wooded hill and east its bright rays first 
upon the top and then on doll'n the 
mountain side into the valley below. The 
whole country sem1ed to wake up with 
the sun; the smoke came curling from the 
form-houses; the cattle scattered them-
seh·es over the hills, to crnp the dewy 
grass; the · farmer with hoe or plow 
started to his daily work; and e,·crything 
seemell to rejoice in tlte morning sunlight. 
As the day wore on, taking one more 
look at the rocks piled one aborn the 
other, and colletting a few ferns as a me-
mento, ,re dl'sccnded. I ne,·er can for-
get the impressions made upon me by 
the grandeur of this peak. I woul<l ad-
vise every one to see it. It is worth 
double the cost. 
But all this is unnecessary. Mauy 
have written accounts of thtoir trip to the 
peaks, and many more accounts are still 
to be written. So let us pass on, through 
a beautiful gap iu the Blue Ridge "·ith a 
tall mountain on our left and a deep ra-
vine with a steep symmetrical monntain 
just beyond, on our right, into the valley 
of the North river. Here one is strnck 
irnmecliately with the large barns aud 
,rell-kept farms. The dwellings look 
lilrn mere play-houses besid·e these barns. 
EYeryone seems to have a plenty, espe• 
cially of cattle and grass, and one can 
hardly doubt but that he is in the much 
talked of limestone country. ! have 
neither space nor time to tell what we 
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saw, what friends we made, nnd what a 
splendid time we had. I must leave the 
detailed ' accoimt to be written up by my 
companion at some future time, ,vc 
went across the Natural Bridge, and, 
after stopping to take a look at it, pro-
C'eeded to Lexington. Neither of these 
places need a word from me; nor Stnun-
ton or Luray cave, both of which we vis-
ited, and in none were di.~appointed. 
Everything ca:ne up to onr expectation, 
and even beyond. Kindness was shown 
us on every hand. I doubt if any other 
two persons ever received better treat-
ment or had more faYOJS shown them 
than we had in our two months of travel. 
One of the principal features of the trip 
was the meeting_ of so many different 
people, with their various provincialisms 
nnd sl:.mg phrases. In one day we would 
see meu in almost all conditions of life, 
from the hardy mountaineer with his 
little house stuck high upon the mountain 
side, to the rich farmer in the valley, 
,vith his large barns, grassy fields and 
fat cattle. The mountaineer is generally 
spai;e, but tall and straight. He is strong 
and active, very affable and kindhearted, 
nnd will sit for hours and talk to you 
about the prospects of his "cabbage" and 
"taters." When he wants to know where 
you are from, he frames the question so : 
"Wall, stranger, to ask a squar and far 
question, whar does you live when you'er 
at home?" Being satisfied on that point, 
and told how we had been travelling, and 
how far, he of course would express his 
surprise, and then, for a continuation of 
the ~onversation, ask, "How is craps whar 
you b~n 'long?" 
We would tell him all about the 
"craps," aek after t.he "old 'oman" and 
the children, take a driuk-of pure 
mountain water, which gushes from un-
der a rock and not out of a bottle-and 
go on our way refreshed if not wiser. 
If you want to spmd a pleasant and 
profitable summer, take a tramp through 
Virginia. You may be mistaken for an 
escaped lunatic, a dead-beat, book agent, 
peddler, or something after that order, 
and suffer a little in consequence; but do 
not let a few rebuffs and bad epithets 
disturb you. If they will not receive 
you at one house, then try another. If 
you make yourself agreeable, and avoid 
giving trouble, you are welcome in the 
house of the generous countryman ; to 
some, no greater insult cau yon offer, than 
to insist on paying. 
If you wish to travel and see a coun-
try, do it on foot, in a buggy, on a horse 
or a bicycle, and not . on the cars. On 
the. cars yon see only one or two points of 
interest, being carried rapi<lly from place 
to place, while by travelling at a slowec_ 
rate, and having your locomotion at your 
own command, you can see the whole 
inter,·ening country, go and stop when 
aud where you please, aud follow your 
own sweet will (except owr the fence into 
somebody\; orchard). 
\Ve saw many persons this summer 
who were taking pretty much the same 
trip; some walking, some in vehicles. 
Some had along camping arrangements, 
and by spreading their tents could sleep 
under their own roofs each nigl)t. This 
saves n _great deal of talking and trou hie. 
For instance, you wish to stop for the 
night; you see a nice-looking house away 
off at some distance, and make your way 
to it. When you get to the · front gate 
yon see a stout looking female, and 
halloo out., " Say, dogs bite?" "Yes," 
comes back the answer. "Is the gentle-
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man of the house at home?" "Naw." 
"Do you think . I could stay here all 
night?" "Dunno, have ter see the ole 
man." The ''ole mct"n" comes, you talk 
to him fifteen minutes, and then perhaps 
you will have to repeat the performance 
at some other house before getting a place 
to rest your weary head. · 
Such little experie1~ces m; this, ,vhile not so 
pleasant at the time, you enjoy afterwards, 
and relate with a great deal of delight. 
There will, of course, he a plenty of 
up-hill 111111 rough roads, but you can 
then better appreciate the down-hill and 
smooth ronds. ·vVe ne,·er know how to 
appreciate blessings until we have had 
arh·ersities. Then, Loys, if you want to 
haYe fon and enjoy yourselves, take a 
tramp. This advice is given you by one 
who has tried it and found it beneficial. 
A TRAMP. 
----------
I,af'ayctte. 
Among the noble characters whose 
names have aclorned the pages of history 
in the last century, there appears none 
more noble, more self-sacrificing and 
more patriotic, than General Lafayette. 
He was bom at Chavagniac, in France, 
on the 6th of September, 1757. Left nn 
orphan at the tender age of thirteen, "·ith 
a princely _ fortune at his disposal, he 
married when ouly sixteen a daughter · 
of the Duke d' Ayen, who belonged to 
one of the noblest families of France nt 
that time. He exhibited an inclination 
· for military glory very early i~1 life, and 
consequently entered that profession. He 
had all the essential qualities for military 
success, but being too free and indepen-
dent to stoop down to servile flattery, 
promotion did not come, for it was giYen 
more as a matter of favoriti;;m than for 
merit. At this time the American colo-
nies had declm·ed their independence, and 
were at war with England. . Lafayette 
warmly espoused their eause and was 
seized with the desire to assist them. 
Though he encountered endless difficul-
ties, ancl was forbidden by the king of 
Fnince 1 he bvught a ship and came oyer 
with ele,·en co:npm1ions. He was honored 
\\'ith the rnnk of major-general, and dis-
tinguished himself in the battles of M1m-
mou th and Brnndywine, and especially 
in the campaign in Virginia. He assist-
ed America 11ot only by fighting, but 
also in obtaining the alliance with France, 
ll'ithout ,rhich it would ha,·e been .a lost 
cause. 
In 1782 he returnell to France. He 
now spent a few years in repose and the 
felicity of his family. But this was .not 
to continue. The French Rernlution 
springing up, be took an actiYe part, al-
ways on the side of Ii lierty and justice. 
A national guard was organized for the 
protection of the liberties of the people, 
and he was appointed commander-in-
chief, which position he filled with great 
wisdom and courage. During the mob-
rule in Paris he appears to ha Ye been the 
, only rr.an who did not lose his reason or 
humauity, and was instrumental in sav-
ing many innocent people from death. 
When the people were partly successful, 
and the constitution had been proclaimed, 
he resigned his position and returned to 
private life. However, he did not long 
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enjoy the luxuries of home. The ' nobles 
who had been driven from Frnnce ha v-
ing united themselves with the Continen-
tal Po11:ers, were threatclling the land 
with an invasion. An nrmy was im-
mc.diately raised and Lafayette \Yas ap-
pointed general, with tl1c illstruction to 
go to meet the coming inrnsion. While 
there, the Jacobins came into power, who 
were his bitterest enemies, beeuuse he 
had denounced them. They captured the 
king and queen, sent them to prison 
and afterwards to the guillotine. The 
Reign of Terror had commenced. La-
fayette, seeing all his hopes crushed and 
his enemies in power, and knowing that 
he could do no good, being surrounded 
with end le2s difficulties, determined to 
go into exile, and started fur America. 
He was intercepted hy the Austrian army 
and sent to prison at O1:nutz. After 
being imprisoned in an unhralthy dun-
geon for on·r fi Ye years, he ,,'as released 
by the powerful !Jund of Napoleon, and 
after having remained in exi le for two 
years, returne<l tu Franre. The next 
tweke years of his life were spent in re-
tirement at Lagrunge. He was called 
from it when Napoleon, returning a fugi-
tive and alone, determinrcl to assume the 
dictatorship. He spoke against him in 
the Assembly and causecl hi'> abdication. 
In 1824 he n!nde liis Inst visit to 
America, and ,ms received ernryw here 
with rejoicings aud festi,·ities, ancl ,ms 
,·oted the sum of two huntlred thousand 
dollars, together with twenty-four thou-
san<l a('res of land, by the Senate. In the 
revolution of 1830 he exf'rled himsdf in 
the cause of liberty, as he had in the first 
re,·olutiou, aud met with tlie same want 
of success. This was about the last time 
he appeared in public life. Ho returned 
to his home, where he died on the morn-
ing of the 20th of May, 1834, nt the ad-
rnnced age of seventy-six. 
In estimating the character of Lafayette, 
it is neces~ary to look at the surroundings 
and circumstance~ in which it was de-
veloped. At this time there was a parti-
tion in the orders of society. The com-
mon people were the slaves of the nobles, 
an<l they ruled them with a .rod of iron. 
The conrt all(l capital of France were 
signally corrupt, an<l the foundations of 
social morality were almost entirely sub-
verted. Promotion was obtained by 
flnttery instead of merit, arnl everything 
wus fair, but. folse. Religion was . at an 
ebb and the teachings of Voltaire and 
other such men were in the ascendency. 
Infidelity ruled supreme. Considering 
these smToundings, it is wonderful what 
a noble character was developed. 
In looking at . his cnreer, one charac-
teristic that forces itself upon us, is his 
intense love of liberty. Liberty was the 
thing toward whic'1 all the exertions of 
his lifo wPre bimt. He came to Ameril'a 
not for the sake of ambition and glory, 
but to assist our forefath :rs in their strug~ 
glc for liberty. When he returned to 
France all 0f his public life was spent 
in trying to liberate Frunce from its gall-
ing yoke of oppression. How strange 
that this spirit of liberty should have 
sprung np in one of the nobles of France 
and caused him to unite with the com-
mon people in striving for freedom against 
the despotic powers of the court! His 
efforts f;1iled and he ·could not liberate 
his counti'y from despotism. 
But uow the light of liberty with all 
its joys has, dawned upon France, and 
we of this day see the noble efforts of 
a noble-hearted man rewarded, and his 
LAFAYETTE. 
most pleasant hopes realized. He also 
formed a scheme to make downtrodden 
Ireland free and it1dependent, but failed. 
"Could this scheme of Lafayette's warm 
heart have been realized, how different 
would Le the story of the 'Emerad Isle' 
from that which now pains the heart of 
every reader ! The voice of her children 
would not now be coming to our ears, 
o,·er the ocean wave, in the wails and 
groans and dying sighs of a 11ation per-
ishing by famine, but in the shouts and 
p::iens of a people emancipated, regcn- · 
erated, disenthralled." 
Lafayette was ambitious, but th~·c was 
no selfishness in his ambition. He was 
arnbitious for the welfare of his country 
and self was forgot ten in his efforts to do 
her good. It was only for her that he 
put himself forward and accepted high 
positions. Regencies, chief magistracies, 
even crowns were offered him, but he re-
fused them all when he saw he could not 
benefit his country by accepting them. 
Lafayette was benevolent to a fault. 
In times of scarcity at his home in La-
grange he gave two hundred pounds of 
bread every Monday to his poor neigh-
bors, and a · plate of soup to those who 
came. A poor man was never turned 
away from his door. When in America 
he borrowed money at his own credit to 
clothe the ragged soldiers and to supply 
them with arms. Lafayette was patriotic• 
He loved his native country, France• 
and would not compromise it even for 
his adopted country, A~erica. When 
France had declared war against England 
he immediately left his command in 
America and ha~tened to France to ren-
der such assistance as he was able. When 
she was in danger ho flew to her ;elief 
and fought for her; when she was pros-
perous and peaceful he rejoiced ; when 
she was fallen and in ruins he wept. 
As a general, , he showed prudence and 
sagacit3'. He won the respect and friend-
ship of Washington by his bravery and 
courage, and was admired by all the 
army. Though he was skilful in fight-
ing, he was more so in retreating. In 
the "well-timed and masterly retreat" 
from Barren Hill he showed the skill, 
judgment and decision of an older and 
more experienced general. Lafayette, as 
a speaker, was clear and logical. He 
said what he thought and never concealed 
his real opinions. He was bold and 
courageous in speaking, and nobody 
could intimidate liim. He held the truth in 
high esteem and never spoke falsely even 
in jest. He was a true statesman. He 
never let selfishness or sordid ambition 
overpower him, but aiways strove for 
the good of his country. He was tem-
perate in his habits, and seldom drank 
anything except water. His motives 
were always the purest, and this explains 
his popularity. He was the people's 
friend, and they looked upon him as such. 
He never changed his opinions, and 
during the vacillating periorl in French 
hi&tory, while others altered their views 
for thei1· own selfish motfres, while 
others were fickle and wa\'ering, he main-
tained the same political creed. 
He was a philanthropist, striving to 
elevate the human race ~nd better their 
condition. Lafayette had true greatness, 
and greatly resembled Washington. We 
see in him "a noble character which will 
flourish in the annals of the world and 
live in the veneration of posterity, when 
kings an<l the crowns they ~vear will be 
no more regarded than the dust to which 
they must rett1rn." He was one of the 
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noblest characters that ever appeared in 
French history, and that explains the 
deep gloom which fell over France-aye, 
. and even over the whole world-when 
this star, ,vhich had spread its golden 
beams over the country for seventy-six 
years, set to rise no more. A. M. C. 
====-'----'-· -~-
SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 
SOLIDIFIED OXYGEN.-At the Royal 
Institution recently, Professor Dewar ex-
hibited the method he employs for the 
production of solid oxygen. Last year 
the Professor gaye a lecture on liquid 
air; but althotigh he and other experi-
. menters had made liquid oxygen in small 
quantity, yet no one had succeeded in 
getting oxygen into the solid condition. 
The successful device employed at the 
Royal Institution depends uponallowing 
liquid oxygen ~o expand into a partial 
vacuum, when the enormous absorption 
· of heat which accompanies the expansion 
. results in the production of the solid 
substance. Oxygen in this rondition re-
sembles snow in appearance, and has a 
temperature about 200 degrees centigrade 
below the freezing point of water. 
A supply of this material will enable 
chemists to approach the absolute zero 
of temperature and to investigate many 
interesting changes in the physical prop-
· erties of bodies under the primordial con-
dition of the temperature of space. 
J,-,AST IMB.~The master c~r btJilders 
held · their annual convention at Niagara 
. Falls recently, closing June 11th. The 
western members were taken Ly a special 
train of four cars over the Great \Vestern 
Division of the Grand Trunk, and a re-
markably fast run was made, leaving 
Niagara Falls at 9:45 A. M. and arriving 
at Windsor, a. distance of 229½ miles, at 
2:55 P. M.-5 hours and 10 minutes, 
ind uding stops, of which there were 13, 
mid three of them, 17, 10, and 8 minutes 
respectively. Excluding stops, the rnn 
was made in 3 honrs and 57 minutes-
or 229½ miles in 237 minutes. With 
the exreption of 11 miles 011 the Cvpetown 
grade, a uniform speed of 60 miles an 
hour was maintained throughout, and the 
roadbed is in such excelleut condition 
that the cars ran so steadily tliat it was 
obserYed water in a glass nearly full on 
the table did not spill.-Tororito (Orit.) 
. Ra-ilway Life . 
THE EFFECT OF HEAT ON METAL.- • 
E,·erybody, observes one of our contem-
poraries, who has med the Brooklyn 
bridge, must have noticed the overlap-
ping slides at the middle of each span 
that allow the structure to grow short or 
long as the weather is cold or hot, and 
the marks thereon that ipdioate a distance 
of several feet between the extremes of 
coutraction and expansion. Yet few sus-
pect that the bridge contracts or expands 
sideways from the heat of the sun, though 
the degree is so small as to be almost 
imperceptible, aml not nearly so great as 
if the bridge run north and south. The 
same phenomenon has been noticed of 
late in structures of stone and iron. The 
Washington Monument leans to the east 
in tlie morning :111d to the west in the af~ 
ternoon. A plumment line suspended in 
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the interior of the dome of the Capitol at 
Washington was found by actual measure-
ment to swing over a space of 4¼ inches, 
making a total dip from the perpenclicu-
lar of 8½ inches. T-his moYement in- · 
- volves the entire dome. Some years ago 
a learned monk in Rome suspended a 
plummet in this way from the top of the 
dome in St. Peter's, aud was ustoniohed 
to find this mysterious movement. He 
attributed it to a third and undiscovered 
motion of the earth, but it was afterward 
explained as the effect of tlie action of 
the sun on the metal of the don,e. 
THE RADIOPHONE.-M. Mercadier 
has devised a radiophone of a very sim-
ple kind. It is in fact simply a micro-
phone with the supports of the carLons 
fixed to a thin diaphragm or plate of 
varnished pine. The microphone is con-
. nected to a magneto receiver with or with-
out induction coil and in circuit with a 
battery. In exposing the diaphragm to 
the action of intense radiation, rendered 
intermittent by a revolving . wheel or 
screen pierced with holes, the telephone 
gives out a note corresponding to the os-
cillations of the radiant energy. Fur-
ther, a telephone transmitter with its iron 
diaphn1gm to the radiation gives out a 
conesponding note in the receiver. The 
effects are increased by smoking the dia-
phragm, or using a powerful source of 
light, such as the oxyhydrogcn or arc 
light. 
Hor-WATER ARTESIAN WELL AT 
PESTH.-The deepest artesian well in the 
world is that now being bored at Pesth, 
for the purpose of supplying the public 
baths and other establishments with hot 
water. A depth of 951 meters (3,120 
feet) has already been reached, and it 
furnishes 176,000 gallons daily at a tem-
perature of 158° Fah. The municipal-
ity ha Ye recently ,·oted a large subven-
tion in order that the boring may be con-
tinued to a greater depth, not only to ob-
tain a larger Yolume of water, but at a 
temperature of 176° Fah. 
PILE-DRIVISG BY DYNM,rrrE.-An 
engineer of Pesth, Mr. Pradanovic, has 
lately used dynamite for driving piles. 
A circular cast iron plate, 15 inches in 
diameter and 3¾ inches thick, is fixed on 
tbe pile to be driven in a perfectly hori-
zontal position. A dynamite cartridge 
made in the form of a disk, 6 inches in 
diameter and three-fourths of an inch 
thick, and containing 17~ ounces of dyna-
mite, is placed upon the cast iron plate 
and exploded by electricity. It is stated 
that the depth to which the IJile is driven 
by each explosion is equal to five blows 
of an ordinary pile engine weighing 14i 
Vienna cwt. falling 9 feet 10 inches. A 
cast iron plate, on an a,·erage, resists 25 
explosions. 
INGENIOUS PETTY SwINDLERs.-The 
ingenious ways some persons adopt to 
avoid paying out their money seems in-
credible to those whose walks · in life do 
not bring them in contact with large 
numbers of pe_oplc. "Here is the htest 
(from the Railway Review) to beat us 
poor conductors out of our fare," said 
one of the fraternity the other day. 
"While taking up the tickets, I reached 
a nicely dressed lady, who was looking, 
apparently preoccupied, ont of the open 
car window an<l tapping her pocket-book 
on the window ledge. I touched her 
shoulder to attract her attention, when 
she jumped as though shot, and dropped 
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l~er pocl~et-boo~ out of the car window. 
She began to cry, and what could I do? 
Pass heri of course, which I did. I noted 
the place of the acciqent, stopped for the 
pocketbook the next trip, and found its 
conte\its to be a postage stamp and a card 
of hooks and eyes. I felt pretty cheap 
then." 
LoNo - D1s1'ANcE 'rELEPHoNrna.-
The American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company of New York has recently been 
organized for the purpose of establishing 
direct t~lephonic communication between 
the large cities of the conn try. The first 
line has been constructed between N cw 
York and Philadelphia, the length of the 
route adopted being about 100 miles. 
Four years ago a similar attempt was 
made to connect New York and Boston, 
but the iron wire strung between the two 
cities did not prove successful. The 
present company has employed hard-
draw1i copper wires, and now has seventy-
four of them running the whole distance. 
The line is entirely aerial, except where 
waters of some width are crossed, in 
which case submarine cables are em-
ployed. Between the two cities there are 
six series of cables, the longest stretches 
heing under the Hudson and Delaware 
rivers. The cables terminate at the foot 
of Vesey street, New York, and near the 
foot of Walnut street, in Philadelphia. 
The l~J,le will probably be open for busi-
ness within a few weeks, and · it is ex-
pected that it will prove a great conveni-
ence. 
AN OPTICAL lLLUSION.-M. De Par-
velle has called the attention of the French 
Academy of Sciences to a curious illusion 
of the vision which may account for . the 
apparent oscillation or swinging of stars 
sometimes observed, and called Ly the 
Germans Sternschicanlcen. When the eye 
looks for some time at a small, feebly-
lighted body, itself being in complete 
darkness, the body appears to oscillate or 
describe certain curves. It is a phenome-
non of the subjective order, and appears 
to be of tbe same nature as the movement 
of a star observed when a person ,eans 
the head against the wall, and fixes his 
eye upon the star. The star appears to 
be agitated in its place and to oscillate 
rapidly. In order that the motion may 
be noticed, there should be no moon, and 
the sky should be clear. A I nnette takes 
away the apparent motion. 
IMPERVIOUS Comrn.-Corks may he 
made impervious by soaking them-best 
quality-for several hours in a solution 
of one-half ounce of glue or gelatine in a 
mixture of three-fourths ounce of gly-
cerine and one pint of water, heated to a 
temperature of about 50° c. Such pre-
pared corks may be rendered nearly p1·oof 
against acids and other chemicals if they 
are dipped, after thorough drying, for ten 
or fifteen min\1tes into a melted mix.ture 
of four parts of paraffine and mm part 
of vaseline. 
NEW BRITISH \VAR SmPs.---,On Au-
gust 3d, thousands of people assembled 
on both banks of the Tyrie to wi tues('l \he 
launching of H. M. S. Orlando from the 
Palmer Shipbuilding Compauy's yard. -
The Orlando is the first of the belted 
cruiser class, of which seven in all 1;tre 
now building. They are quite a new de-
parture in war ship design, and are su-
perior to anything of this class of war 
vess~l afloat in point of speed, are much 
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more heavily armed, and have greatly 
more defensive power than the Mersey 
class, which ~pproach them nearest from 
a constructiYe point of view, the cl1ief 
difference consisting of a belt of armor 
at the water line, which is fitted in the 
Orlando class, and from which they de-
rive the name of belted cruisers. The 
engines and boilers occupy four separate 
compartmrnts, arranged in a fore and aft 
line along the middle of the vessel, fitted 
on each side by coal bunkers about 5 feet 
in width. The armament is exceedingly 
powerful, and consists of two 9.2 in. 22 
ton guns, ten 6 in. 5 ton guns, six 6 
pounder and ten 3 pounder Hotchkiss 
quick-firing guns, and numerous boat 
and field guns. The eugines, which have 
been designed by builders, embody all 
thti latest improvements in ellgineering, 
and are of the triple:.expansion type, the 
cylinders having a stroke of 42 in. There 
are two sets of engines, the Orlando be-
ing a twin-screw vessel. They will de-
velop 9,000 indicated horse power when 
working under forced draught, and it is 
expected that the vessel will attain a speed 
of about 19 knots. 
Ou .. ON THE ,v ATER.-Another ID-
stance of the marked benefits resulting 
from the use of oil on troubled seas was 
afforded hy the recent experience of the 
steamship Werra, of the North German 
Lloyd's Line, which was disabled iu mid-
ocean during her last transa.tla11tic YO)"-
age. The steamer had been taken in tow 
by the Venetian, and all weHt well until 
the eveuing of Al1gust 3d, when a strong 
g_ale prevailed and heavy seas were con-
stantly breaking over the bow of Werra, 
e;idangering the tow lines, and threaten-
ing the loss of the tow. Tbe captain of 
the Velletian caused an oil bag to be 
hung from each side of his vessel and 
dragged some distan<"e astern. The result 
was almost immediate, and the S<'a became 
comparatively smooth around the disabled 
ship. The officers of the Werra were for 
some time ignorant of the cause of their 
relief. At the exchange of signals on the 
following morning, they reported that 
after the oil bags had been hung out, 
their Yesscl experienced much better wea-
ther, not a clrop of water breaking on 
board, and the ship beiug · in oll re,:pccts 
more comfortable. 
MAGNE'l'IC CLOCK.-A curious appli-
cation of the magnet is described in a 
French journal, the subject of it being a 
dock recently patented in Frauce. In 
appelll'ancc the clock consists ,;r a tam-
bourine, on the parchment head of which 
is painted a circle of flowers, corresFond-
ing to the hour signs of ordinary dials. 
On examination, two bees, one large and 
the other small, are discove1·ed crawling 
among the flowers. 'rtie small · bee rnns 
rapidly from one to the other, completing 
the circle in an hour; while the large one 
takes twelve hours to finish the circuit. 
The parchment membrane is unbroken, 
and the bees arc simply laid upon it; but 
two magnets, connected with the clock-
work inside the tambourine, move just 
under the membrane, and the insects, 
which are of iron, follow them. 
To destroy 11nts, sprinkle powdered 
bornx around the infested places. 
Alum gi\·es excellent results when it 
lias been found desirable to clarify muddy 
or turbid waters. 
The a.mount of pressme per square 
foot with the wind blowing at 20, 30, 40, 
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50, 60, 70, and 80 miles an hour is 
respectively 2, 4½, 8, 12½, 18, 25, and 
32½ pounds. 
It is _said that the application of a bit 
of ice, or even cold water, to the lobe of . 
the ear will stop hiccoughing. 
Recent determinations give light a ve-
locity of 185,420 miles per second 
(Cornu), or 186,380 miles per second 
tMichelson ). 
The greatest length of Lake Micl1igan 
is 300 miles; its greatest breadth, 108 
miles; mean depth, 690 feet; elevation, 
506 feet; aren, 23,000 square 1niles. 
The vVest Indian birch is said to be 
the weakest and the nutmeg-hickory of 
Arkansas the strongest wood. The light-
est and most brittle is the blue wood of 
Texas, and tamarack is the most elastic. 
Hard-burned brick walls will resist a 
pressure of 150 pounds per squarP. inch, 
and can therefore be built 1,600 feet high; 
If one_-thinl Portland cement is added 
to the mortar, the same ,rnll could be 
built 2,700 feet high. 
The highest astronomical observatory 
in Etirope is now beii1g erected at Sonn-
blick, one of the Tyrolese Alps. The 
solitary resident obsen-er, who will be 
2,000 feet above any house, will conduct 
his intercourse with mankin<l by means 
of the telephone wire. 
A . new description of shell, charged 
with rolls of gun-cotton, has been brought 
out at Berlin. It produces extraordinary 
results . . No kind of defensive works, it 
is said, is capable of resisting the pr<1ec-
tile. The German Government has or-
dered 75,000 of these destructive mis-
siles. 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
Goon-BYE~This is the last Messen-
ger which this corps of editors will get 
out. The time has come for us to leave 
the editorial chair, and give place to our 
successors. But before we go, we wish 
t? say a few parting words to om· friends. 
First, we turn to our exchanges. · Vei•y 
J)lensant has bern our acquaintance with . 
them during our term of office. Some 
of the college papers are well edited, vig-
orous journals; and sonie certaiJ1ly have 
great room for improvement. It has been 
said that the best school of journalism 
i~ .the editorial board of a college paper. 
We endorse the sentiment. There the 
student lrarns to express himself clearly; 
there he 'finds out the difficulties of the 
editor;s Jife. Every man should be nble 
to write an intern,tin 6, re-1d:1ble a1·ticle, 
to put multum in p :irvo; and he will find 
the college magazine a gooil training for 
this. So we say "good-bye" to our ex-
changes, with the wish that the college 
journals of this country may improve 
this year. 
To those who succeed us in office we 
have a word to say. You will have no 
placa where you can sit with folded arms 
and see things go on all right. · Hard . 
work will be your lot. Selecting good 
articles, ( writing them yourselves, if no 
one el-e will,) reac1ing proof, &c., are not 
easy. Yet we found it pleasant work, 
and trust you will. 
,v e have make mistakes. Please ex-
cuse them. They were 1mintentional. 
Again, to one and all, farewell. 
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RAILROADs.-In the sarnge state, man 
is almost who1ly indPpendent of his 
neighbor. He provides for himself food 
aud raimeut to meet l1is scanty needs 
without importation or exchange. As 
cidlization advances, the more complex 
become the relacious of man to man, and 
the more numerous auq intense in degree 
becomes the dependence of one upon · 
another. For example, 011e prod nces 
·food, another raw materials for clothiug, 
another makes these rnaterinls into clothes, 
· and yet another distributes thcEc se\·cral 
products to each as he has need. 
Railroads are a necessity to an ad-
Yanced state of civilzation. By means 
of them, four times as much tonnage is 
curried as by water. 'fhe · ~le\·elopment 
of a country's ·resources is chiefly de-
pendent upou tbc efficient and adrnnta-
. geous operations of its railroads. Thus 
the magnate, by control of rates, has 
power to depress business and impo\·crish 
a section of country, or to increase busi-
ness and thrift. But to iujure a section 
of country is ultimately, by necessity, to 
injure tbe business of the road. 
The king of Belgium, with trne insight, 
said that a railroad king had greater 
power than he. The public sadly needs en-
lightenmeut on the railroad question, and 
the trampling upon our boasted libcrly 
(for as Hamilton says, "A power over a 
man's subsistence amounts fo a power 
over his will") hy corporations, coopera-
tions, combinations, discriminations (im-
posing high rates on one srction of the 
road to counte1;balance the low rates of 
another section from coinpetition), anJ 
the pooling system, has of late evoked 
valuable discussions on tl1e abuses and 
regulation of railroad rates in our periodi-
cals, Rudi;on's book on this s"uhject is 
held to be a timely production, and of 
greut importance. A rough estimate of 
the property of the United States is put 
at forty thousand rnillio11, and that con-
trolled by railroads fh·e thousand million, 
giving them the control of one-eighth. 
This influence ovff government- State 
and Federal-is very grrat, and if the 
monopolizing procees is continued, must 
ultimately absorb government. The 
business man, in whose !tands is largely 
the thrift of the land, \Yhen pressed on 
one side by the monopoly of railroad 
kings :md on the other by labor associa-
tions and strikes, is bct\yecn the upper 
and nether millstones, !taving his life 
consumed. The question of the regula-
tion of railroads is dfrided into l\YO op-
posing sides, the extremes of which are 
ni'pectively the rntirely-let-alone party, 
und the other the co:npletely-contro1led-
by-governmtnt party. The latter course 
is followell with success in Belgium and 
Germany. Theoretically it is the only 
perfect system, but whrn put in practice 
. it has many defects. The question is a 
knotty one, and is now attracting mu_ch 
attention both in public and prirnte. It 
yet rem'ains to be solved in .America. 
From the nature of the question, there 
can be no middle ground, where unscru-
pulous and ambitious men are the mag-
nates. Either the Government must ham 
complete control ove1·.them, or else they 
ultimately will contfol the Government. 
LITERARY SocIE'rrns. - Richmond 
Colkge has two .excellent literary societies. 
They are in a flourishing condition. Yet it 
is surprising that more students do not join 
them. Last session abont forty-fh·e 
nevc1· connected themselves with either. 
This should not be. The excuse has 
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been made that "if the societies are so 
pros11erousJ · ,vhat good could I do to 
them?" A great deal ; nnd they woultl 
do you mueh good. There is the place 
to leerh to speak, antl to ttnderstantl the 
worldt1gs and rules of a delibt•rative 
body; After the sewre :;train of a \\'eek's 
work, two or three hoi.m, spent in society 
\\·ill afford rest for the mind. In addi-
tioh, wl1at luis been learned in cluss-room 
and trom text-book will be ·worthless 
knowledgc, unless the student can express 
it for others' bendit. The l1alls of the Mu 
Sigma Rho and Philiologi:m Societies arc 
the places to lenrn ti) <lo tliis. The 1criti-
cisn1 to which each speech is subjected 
is a great, aitl to good speaking and to 
accurate expression. ,v e hope the stu-
dents will go into these SOl'ietics this 
5"car with the pnrt1ose not to be mere 
ileadlw:1<ls, but to worlc. If they <lo this, 
they ,vill benefit the socictie,:, and will 
themselves be greatly irnproYed by tlicm. 
The time spent by a young man at 
college is one of the most important pe-
rio<ls of his llfo. If he makes good use of 
the opport1tnities placed within his reach, 
he leaves college with a disciplined mind 
a(1d a cultivated intelletit. Whether the 
new force which has thos been a1ldcd to. 
his life will pro\·e to be a benefit or u 
calamity, depends ¢i1tirely upon the per-
sonal character he is building up. An 
educated wicked man is ~apable of doing 
a much greater amount of injmy in the 
.. world than an un~dueated man of the 
same class. Each man is the architect 
of his own character, and it is a startliug 
truth to think of, th:1t, whether conscious 
of the fact or not, everybody is eng:iged 
in charaeter-building. We grow daily in 
the direction of our actions, and by an 
immutable law this growth progresses 
irreE>pecti ve of our will. Action is the 
expression oft hought, and repeated action 
becomes habit, a11d habit forms character. 
How heavy the responsibility resting 
upon us to giivcrn our thoughts, and to 
train them in right channels. But the 
importance of characte1·-building is not 
only as it affects oneself. All the direct 
influence which a man possesses o,·er his 
fellow man, i,, the influence ofcharacter ·-'-
it is the outcome of what he is. 
What grand possibilities are placed 
within the power of every young man. 
By living daily a life of purity, up-
rightness, and communion with his God, 
he \\'ill grow np into a noble, truthful 
charncter. The unconscious influence of 
such a man catmot fail to benefit those 
\\"ith whom he associates. And when the 
sh01·t term of earthly existence is near its 
ending, how little does it matter whether 
or not a mnn has gained riches or worldly 
honours during his iife. The q1iestioi1 
of supreme importance then becomes, 
What kind of personal character has lie 
bnilt up. Wealth and fame, if ucquired, 
must be left behind, but character goes 
w~h us into eternity. 
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Rat ! R-r-r-rat ! ! 
Hello ! Old fellow ! 
Coming back? What's your ticket? 
Some time ago P. J. & C. went to see 
some young ladies. While sitting in the 
parlor talking vivacously, C. asked J. a 
question. J., to air his , knowledge (?) 
of German, responded, "Jab, rnein Herr. 
Don't I know French?" · 
During the last commencement, when 
Mr .Martin was delivering the valedictory, 
a charming young lady wanted to know 
when that gentleman would get through 
with his benediction. 
College opened on the 23d instant with 
a good attendance. \Ve miss a great 
many familiar faces; but give a cordial 
welcome to the new students. We ask 
that ali will try to uphold the standard 
of the literary societies and their paper. 
Let the Messenger receive a boom this 
year. 
. The buildings have been thoroughly 
whitewashed and cleaned during · the 
summer, · and now present a very neat 
appearance . . ·The walls should not be 
· scribbled over this session. If you wish · 
to be remembered by the oncoming stu-
dents, make a good record in your classes, 
and your name will be much better 
known than if it were inscribed on the 
wall, whence it will soon be erased. 
A problem for the •'Rats" to solve: 
If at the hour of 2 .A. M., on a beautiful , 
moonlight night, four -naughty college 
boys enter the dormitory of a new stu-
dent while he is in the embrace of 'Mor-
pheus and sweetly dreaming of the "fair 
one left behind," if the aforesaid col-
lege boys do then and there f ' with 
malice aforethought" fasten one end of a 
rope 12 feet long to the "freshie's" mag-
numdigitum, alias big toe; if the same 
four boys pull the other end of the afore-
said rope, each with a force sufficient to 
move 10 lbs. 1 yard in 1 second, 
against a resistance of 150 lbs. avoirdu-
pois: required the distance over which 
"freshie" would move his velocity, and 
the sentiments to which he woold give 
utterance. Solution reserved to . next 
issue. 
We hope the societies will get up some · 
good public debates. They are always 
occasions of interest both to the students 
and visitors. Let the "fair da~1ghters of 
the first and fairest sinner" come to ''hear 
the college boys speak." 
He was a new student, and walked up 
to the tower door and rapped. He went 
away to .try elsewhere. 
B. remarked that he had a very poor 
(?) appetite and must consult a doctor ; 
whereupon M. asked if he were going to 
see Dr. Hatcher. Score one for Mac. 
Hurrah for our side! During the 
summer Grace street, from College to 
Shafer street, has· been paved. Now can 
the Richmond College student go into 
the city with respectable-looking shoes. 
He will not wear out the door-mat any 
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more when he calls to see "her." "What 
a promenade will upper-Grace street be 
for the fair sex! The City Council hav.e 
om· heartfelt thanks for this •improve-
ment. ·. 
. Professor (lecturing on the human 
voice) : "We s.ee that articulate sounds 
are made by the flexible tongue and lips 
modulating the passage of air. Now, 
Mr. C., why cannot a sheep talk?" · 
C.: "Because it is too sheepish." 
The class applauded, the Professor 
stuiled, and gave C. ''10," with the first 
digit lacking. 
We have two new professors this ses• 
sion. Prot: Hasse}eff taught German 
ho·e last year, but • is now professor of 
modern languages. He is popular ,with 
the students, and, more than that, is very 
proficient in European languages. We 
are glad that he is with us to stay. D1·. 
Pollard comes to the chair of English to 
take the place of Dr. Brown. We hope 
he will find his work pleasant, and,. with 
the cooperation of the students, prove him-
self a worthy successor. of the illustrious 
man who preceded him. 
CANING A PROFESSOR, ·-J, L. Trib-
ble, B. L. 18 7 4, now one of the leading 
lawyers in Anderson, S. C., has a 1011g 
memory, as witnesseth the following note, 
dated July 6th, 1886: . 
"Dear Sir,-I often recall the treatment 
received at your hands while in college, 
and like the boy· who vowed to whip his 
teacher, when .old enough, have deter-
mined to give you a good caning. You 
deserve one from me, and I have for-
warded it to-day per . exprees. It is a 
good piece of Carolina curled _hickory, 
dressed and fashioned by my own hand 
.during moments of recreation. Please 
accept it as a token of esteem from one 
who remembers with pleasure many acts 
of kindness received while a student at 
Richmond College." 
And this explains why the chairman 
of the Faculty Rports such an elPgant walk-
ing-stick this session. · 
Two students were in Luray cave this 
summer. When in the "fish mai·ket," 
A. mischievously asked B. what sort 
of fish he supposed they were, and was 
informed, "Why, rockfish, ~f course." 
Prof. P. : "Mr. C., if:;: told you to go to 
Capitol Square, would you go by Chicka-
hominy, or down Grace street ?" 
C. ''l would go the former way, because 
the Bible says 'if a man compel you to go 
with him one mile, go with him twain.'" 
Professor collapsed. 
Ou Thursday night, September 23d, 
Richmond College chapel was filled with 
au appreciative audience. The ladies, 
especially the Institute girls, graced 
the occasion with their presence. Dr. 
Cooper opened, the e~crcises by rcadif!g 
in an impressive manner the 27th chap-
ter of Job; after which Rev. Mr,. Bell, 
of North Carolina, led in prayer, Prof. 
Harris announced . that · as Hon. S. B., 
Witt (Preside1~t of'· Alumni) was de-
tained by pressing businesa, he would 
call on Dr. Hatcher to take his plaae. 
Dr. Hatcber the11 in a few fitting words 
welcomed the new students, bidding them 
beware of toe-pullers, &c. He was fol-
lowed in the same line by Hon. H. K. 
Ellyson (President of Trustees). Prof. , 
Harris mentioned that Dr. Pollard was 
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chosen Professor of English from a large 
number of applicants for the position, 
and introduced him as the orator of the 
evening. • 
· Dr. Pollard came forward amid great 
applause, paid a tribute to Dr. Brown's 
memory, aml proceeded with his theme-
the place which the English language 
should occupy in higher e<lucation. Its 
study is necessary among an English-
spenking people. The colleges are now 
studying it-Richmond College being the 
first in the south to establish a chair of 
English. He then discussed the sources 
of the difficulty for the study ofEnglish-
(1) prejudice for Latin; (2) English is 
said to be too irregular to be taught sys-
tematically; (3) we speak English as our 
mother-tongue; ability to speak a lan-
guage may imply ignorance of it. The 
speaker next showed that English is fitted 
for higher education-(!) beause it pre-
sents a sum of facts suitable to enrich 
the mind ; (2) its study calls into exer-
cise all the faculties of the mind; (3) it 
refines the taste. He then took pp some 
specific adv~ntages of the study of the 
English language-(!) it emancipatea us 
from blindly following lexicogmphers and 
grammarians; (2) English-speaking peo-
ple judge of a man's ability by his use 
of his mother-tongue (English). Prof. 
Pollard concluded by giviug some sound · 
advice to students and audience, begging 
that city and college draw nearnr each 
other. He 'Y.as loudly applauded as he 
took hi3 seat. 
. The chairman of the faculty then made 
some announcements abo~1t fast year's 
grachlating clas.s (found uuder "Per-
sonals ") and other matters of interest, 
and bade the audience "good-night." 
The Philologian Society had its re-
union meeting on Friday night, Septem-
ber 24th. After prayer by Chaplain H. 
N. Quisenberry, President T. R. Corr de-
livered a neat address ofwelcome. Mr.W. 
A. Borum, the eYening's orator, spoke 
on '•The Probable and the Possible." 
It \\'as a good speech. Afterwards b1·ief 
remarks were made by Professors Pollard, 
Thomas, H. H. Harris, W. A. Harris 
and E. B. Hatcher, Senor Toscano, and 
Messrs. Henson, Savell, Holland, Fannt-
leroy, H. W. Williams, Dickinson and 
others. When a pleasant hour had thus 
been spent, the P1·esident said, "The rest 
of the business with closed doorr.,.1' Exit 
Me,sstnger man. 
On the next night the reunion of the 
Mu Sigma Rho Society took place. The 
exercises were opened with prayer by 
Chaplain Motley, and President Train-
ham ,velcomed the audience. The ora-
tor of the evening being absenti Mr. 
Strailey, on two days' notice, filled his 
place aud deliYered a neat and thought-
ful addrci;:s on the "Progree:i- of Empire." 
Other speeches were made by Me~srs. 
Borum, Stearnes, H. F. William'l, Wil-
bur, Edwards, Fauntleroy, Hatcher, 
Jones, Carver, Professors Harris and 
Thomas, and Senor Toscano (a recitation 
in Spanish). Then the doors were closed 
and the business-meeting began. 
We would inform our friends that 
we have now to say good-bye, and put 
our successors in the chair. Adieu ! 
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Of last year's grnduating class, the 
following have obtained positions to teach 
this s1::ssion. We tender them ·our best 
wishes: E. B. Pollard, A. M., · has lo-
cnted in Middlesex county; ,v. A. Har-
ris, A. M., will instruct the ymith of 
Alleghany Institute in English, .French 
and German; J. T. lledd, A. M., displays 
his talents at Churchland, Norfolk coun-
ty; spank the boys well, "Jeems." 0. 
L. Stearnes, A. M., is the dig!1ified su-
perintendent of Alleghany Institute, and 
teaches ancient languages; E. B. Hatcher, 
A. M., teaches in Moore'.s Academy, 
Chesterfield county; write for the Mes-
senger, Eldridge. J. 0. Alderman, A. 
B., has a position in Kinston College, 
N. C. How are the girls, Jake? 
Leroy S. Lyon, A. B., '85-6, and 
philosophy medalist of same session, has 
received the appointment for ,vest Point 
cadetship for this diRtrict. H nrrah for 
''Lee!'' 
We were glad to see that Julian Cabell, 
'80-81, graduated in law at the Uni-
,·er1-ity of Virginia lai;t session. 
C. ,A. L. Massie, '81-2, was made au 
A. M. by the University of Tennt-ssee last 
June. T., J. Shipman, '82-4, received 
the same degree from Roanoke College. 
When passing through Rielimond, you 
must both be sure to vi;;it us. 
Richmond College comes to the front. 
Its former student, '"George vV. Young, 
'82-3, has risen high in political life. He 
is the honore(l' mayor of Ripley, Tenn. 
Four of our former 5tudents have been 
ordained during the summer. Geo. B. 
Taylor, Jr., A. B. '80-1, J. V. Dickin-
son, W. V. Macfee, and J. B. Williams, . 
'85-6. Taylor will locate in Albemarle 
and Nelson, Dickinson at Rocky Mount, 
ai1d Williams in Halifax. McFee re-
turns to Louisville Seminary. 
W. A. Harris and E. B. Hatcher rbde 
through the State on horseback this sum-
mer. They were absent some two months, 
and enjoyed themselves very much. · 
,T. D. Ramsdell, '84-5, edits the Vir-
ginia Enterprise, at Centralia. We saw 
one copy. Come and see your friends at 
college, ",Josh." Your paper has some 
good jokes, and other matter of interest. 
C.R. Sands (champion catcher), '75-80, 
is a member of the law firm of Sands, 
Leake & Carter, in this city. Comyay 
unites the "Law an<l the Lady," accord-
ing to rumor. 
We were glad to see A. E. Cox, A. B. 
'81-2, in Richmond this summer. He is 
preaching in Maine. 
H. W. Tribble, A. B. '83-4, supplied 
the pulpit of the Second Baptist church 
dnring July and August. 
Charles Puryear, A. M. '80-1, is 
teaching fu Fauquier county . . H:s broth-
er Frank, an A. M. of '83-4, has a posi-
tion in Missouri' State Normal School. 
J. Ad. French passed through Rich-
mond this summet· j also Henry Davies. 
They were both looking well. 
L. R. Hamberlin,'82-4, holds a profes-
sorship in Thatcher Institute, Shreve-
port, La. We would like for you to 
write for our columns. 
Four of our furmet· college mates have 
recently found their better-halves. We 
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tender our congratulations to \V. ,J. 
Decker, G. \V. Hurt, J. J. Gunter, and 
J.B. Lemon. We did i10t get iiwita-
tions. The Messenger feels slighted. 
C,. F. Hudnall, '84-5, is assistant gas 
inspector in Richmond. Corne up and 
"inspect" the "gas" in society some Fri-
day night, Charley. 
C. T. Child, '80-85, is at Johns-Hop-
kin's Uni".ersity studying for the degree 
of Ph. D. Let tis hear from you in onr 
paper. 
:::.,. W. Rose, '79-80, is a. r{'ctor of St. 
Stephen's Epi<;eopal church _at Oxford, 
N. C. He was married last year. 
Herc are a few miire points about 
some members of lust session's gradu-
ating das;:. 
E. P. Lip~comh, A. l\J., attends Ro-
1·hester Theological Seminary. Keep up 
your reputation for hard work, "Ecnm." 
A. ,T: Dickinson, A. M., is at the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis-
ville. "Dick" is a good speaker, and 
we predict for him a bright future. 
W. I;L Lyons, A. B., alias "Crow," 
is studying law · at the University of 
Virginia. 
L. J. Haley, Jr., A. B., has al'cepted 
a position as assistant principle of a 
school in Staunton. Dop't forget to use 
the "shingle," Littleberry. , 
G. H. Edwards, A. B., teaches in 
South Carolina, and J. G. Paty, A. B., 
is at Loui3Ville Seminary. 
Olaren<'e W eolfolk, '85-86, is tm the 
reportorial force of the Whi,q. Though 
you may be pre,sscd for time, fa,·01· us 
with an article now and then. 
C. L. Corbett, '80-3, passed through 
town the other day, awl, as all old stu-
dents should, visited the college, He 
looked well and happy, having just passed 
the examination at the University of Vir-
ginia (sumnwr law school). We miss 
your banjo, Charley. Bon voyage. 
B. S. 'Redd, '82-'-5, retums to Boston 
School of Technology. He has t~rned 
out a hea\·y moustache, which suits him 
admirably. 
Edwa~d I-I. Brown, '82-3, is in the 
real-estate business with his father, J. 
Thompson Brown, in Richmond. 
Robert L. Traylor, '80-1, li\·cs in 
Memphis, Tenn. He has recently been 
promoted in the -railroad office. Success 
to you, Bob. 
J. F. Slade, '82-3, is studying . medi-
cine in .New York. How goes it, "Slide?" 
H. E. Ba~kerville, '83-6, has gone to 
Cornell University. How shall ,ve get 
on fiir tennis now ? 
J. L. Brown, '81-6, assistant business-
manager of the Messenger, i~ on ' the 
engineering corps of the Danville and 
Atlantic Railroad. ' 
J. W. Mitchell, '83-5. passed through 
town a short time back. He was going 
to a theological seminary, but had not 
decided between Rochester, Crozer, arid 
Newton. 
Robert A. Cutler, '84-6, _ has entered 
business life. He is in the coal office of 
Wm. S. Pilcher, in this city. We miss 
you, Bob. 
P. G. Elsom, '81-6, has gone to Lo'u-
isville Seminary. Who will be our next 
''parson metropolitan?" 
S. L. Gilliam, '81-85, is with the J.C. 
Smith lee Company in this city. '"Skin-
nv" bas had a "cool" time this summer. 
How about ''Uncle Remus"? 
E. L'. Scott, A. M. '83-4, has accepted 
a professorship in Doyle CoB_ege, T~~n. 
We wish him st,c9e.~s iH his ~.cw sphere. 
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A~ WI.:! come on~e more into our sanc-
tuµi, ~ve find .the dust and dirt of three 
~onths accumulated on every hand. Not 
~any excha1~ges for 1886-7 have ap-
peared yet, bu,t there are a good many 
which a{-rh;~d late in tbe st~mmer, which 
we will notice in tl* number of the J-les-
senger. Three months have wrought 
many changes in om midst. A great 
many old students have returned, but 
some ' liave gone out into the busy world. 
Three 0f the editors ·are in this latter 
class ; to th•eni an~l the ·others, we wish 
success in life. · 
The Hesperidn,· of Nebraska Univer-
gify, hns a pleasing exterior, but its inside 
is marked by an absolute want of literary 
matter, and au aliundance of chit-chat. 
It has the followiug in its "Exchauge" 
column : 
"We are pleased to notice from au ex-
change that the University of Virginia 
has a new observator,y costing $30,000 
a'!}d a telescope costing $46,000. Note.-
The . telescope may long sinee have been 
worn out and the observatory may be in 
ruins, bn t the item looks new and sounds 
well. vVe ~rnrn our readers not to place 
too. :rp.uch dependence upon the truth of 
the report. The only thing that it proves 
is that there was once the observatory and 
telescope referred to.-Ed." 
Such a display of ignorance is truly 
piiiable . . The observatory was completed 
only a short time since. We would ad-
vise the Hesperian to get better acquaint-
ed w.ith the condition of Southern col-
, leges. 
The Fordham J.11onthly is a spicy jour-
nal. · ''A Ramble About Old Haunts" 
· is an interesting subject, handl-ed ' well. 
Come again, Mr. Monthly, and welcome. 
The J.Wesseriger is put by it among the 
leading college papers of the country. · 
We are glad that the College Message 
is thinking about putting on ·a new dress. 
It is a good paper and worthy of a better 
exterior. 
Au1'ora, of Iowa State Agricultural 
College, has some good · articles in its 
scientific department. It is oBe of our 
best exchanges. Thanks for the follow-
ing, Mr. Aitrorci: "The Mcssenge1· comes 
late this month, but , filled 'chock full' 
with good literary articles.:' 
The Hamilton College Monthly conws 
next to our hand. It contains some well-
written articles. "\Vritten and Unwrit-
ten Poetry" impressed us favorably. We 
see no Exchange column, howe\·er. 
Chi Dcltct Ct'esccnt, of Tennesee Uni-
versity, is al ways a welcome guest.. The 
number before us has two pages of liter-
. ary matter and nine pages of locals; se-
lections, commencement notes, &c. A 
little out of proportion, we think. Haye 
more literary, Mr. Crcscent. 
The Obsen•er, the progressfre paper 
of Vanderbilt, thus speaks of the llfcs-
senger: " If the Messenger eontinues to 
improve in the next few years as it has 
in the past year, it will be the best of the 
many good magazines now issued by the 
collt,:ge press. Its growth and improve-
ment have been marvelous. In looking 
over H we find so many articles showiiig 
real earnest work and culture, that we 
find it hard to make a choice among them. 
Its Exchange department is full of able 
criticisms, which fact is of itself a sign · 
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that its editors are progessi ve." Thanks, 
Mr. Observer. 
College Speculum has good articles and 
is well conducted, but is badly printed. 
It speaks of us in this way : 
"Of the 111 exchanges that come to 
our table the Me.~senge1·, of Richmond 
College, Va., is the largest, and in many 
respects the best. Indeed, it is almost 
worthy the name magazine. It is a great 
pleasure to peruse its columns. Among 
the interesting articles in the May No. 
are the following: "Art Meditation," 
"The Human Mind," The Theoretical and 
the Praotical." All the articles show 
deep thought and logical renrnning, and . 
prove that the students of Richmond are 
well drilled in English composition." 
We would suggest to the College .Jou/'-
nal to have more and shorter literary 
. articles instead of one long one. We also 
notice that the .Journal follows the ex-
ample of so many northern college papers 
in 'not having covers. We think that its 
app~arance would be much improved by 
a more "toney'' exterior. But theJour-
nal is a good paper, all the same; 
Aud here is the Southem Collegian, 
from Washington and · Lee University. 
It is among our best exphanges; in fact, 
it approaches more nearly our ideal of a 
ffrst-class college paper thnn almost any 
other of the journals we ha Ye se~n. Its 
editorial department is especially well con-
ducted. 
Roanoke Collegian comes next to hand. 
We have not perused it thoroughly, but 
like what we have seen of it. "Foreign 
Correspondence" i-; interesting. It is a 
Rev. Dr. Lorimer and daughter sailed 
for Europe from New York July 31. 
move in the right direction to hear from 
old students. Let the Messengei· follow 
1 suit. 
The "get-up" of University Register is 
good ; but its literary . merits are not 
much. Let the Register bestir itself 
aud procure some well-written articles. 
Thanks for yom opinion of us : 
"The Richmond lYiesscngel' is one of our 
most desirable exchanges. College pa-
pers are too often made the channel for 
slush and light literature. This not the 
case with the J.lfessengei·. Its literary 
articles are worthy of the consideration of 
even those who are not personally intm·-
ested in college journalism. The breezy 
and interesting manner in which it is con-
ducted makes it one of the best college 
journals we ha\'e seen.'' 
Although the Exchange editor last 
year highly . complimented the South 
· Carolina Collegian, we feel that we must 
give it one of the first places among 
college journals. Now don't get proud 
and stuck up, Mr. Collegian, at so much 
praise. Yours is a fine paper. 
The Lantei·n, the organ of Ohio State 
University, has some good things in it, 
but could be improved in many ways. 
Its Locals are very dry, and it has no 
Exchange column. 
Next comes the University of Vir-
ginia Maga ziw, standing in the front 
rank of college journalism. It is aLly 
edited and well arranged. W c would 
suggest that it become a double-column 
paper. It would be much more con-
venient. We hope to see the Magazine 
again. 
He who Mrs. to take a kiss 
Has Mr. thing he should not Miss. 
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Washingtcin ·and . Lee University has 
C'm1ferred· the degree of LL. D. on Rm·. 
M. D. Hoge, D. D., of Richmond. 
The late Mrs. C. M. McCroskry, of 
New York, left $50,000 to Williams 
College to establish the Thornton-Read 
professorship. 
Twenty thousand volumes .have been 
a<lcled to the Columbia College library 
<lnrii1g the past two years. 
Twelve students of the new Amster-
dam Lyreum, who recently performe(l 
Sophocles' "Antigone"-a play read by 
'88 last foll'--have accepted an invitation 
from the King of Greece to repeat the 
play at Athens. 
Bright student in girlH' department: 
"\rh:::t animal i~ 1ie,·er <lend liroke ?" 
Class mute: "Gi\·e it up." Bright stu-
dent: ''The bull-frog; because he always 
has a greenback." 
''Plea se hcl p me tv alight," she said, as 
Hhe stood in the dog-cart, waiting for 
ussislanc e, and he absent-mindedly offered 
ht'r !1is cigar. 
Harvard Uui versity is preparing to 
celebnite its 250th birthday in November. · 
Plans are being made for a grail(] celebra-
tion, \\'hich is to last four days, in which, 
us far as possible, the whole of Harvard 
Ctillege, from the· earliest years dO\rn, 
shall ha ,·e .a part. 
Senator Stanford, of California, who 
proposes t.o establish a new uniYersity in 
that State, has recently visiteJ Gen. 
Francis A. Walker, of Boston, to consult 
in rrgttrcl to some fentnres .of the proposecl 
institution, aml General •V alk er will be 
. requrstcd to at once• Yisit Enrope aud in-
spect some of the famous colleges in Ger-
many, France, and Euglan ,d. 
Prof. (to Sub.-Fresh) :· "1Can you tell 
me from what race Napoleon came?" 
S. F.: "Of Corsican." 
Count Yongi, son of the Premier of 
Japan, is in Chicago arranging with b-
lishers for text-Looks in the English lau-
guage fur use in the Japanese schools. 
The :Mikado bas comm;mded that English 
be taught in all the schools of his Em-
pire. 
A revised edition of Webster's dic-
tionary iB in progress under the direction 
of Ex-President Noah Porter, 'of Yale 
College, assisted by one hundred associate 
editors and clerks. It is said that the 
word ''boycott" will be added, and also 
the word ''dude," alth .ough Ex-President 
Porter thin1rn that it will be hard to give 
a definite description of the meaning 
which the btter word conveys. 
The · aggregate income of all the col-
J,,ges in this country is $4,500,000. 
The trustees of the Chicago University 
have el~ctcd Dr. R. L. Harper to the 
presidency of the institution by an unani-
mous ,·ote. Dr. Harper is now in the 
Hebrew chair at Morgan Park, Ill. 
Later intelligence, however, states that 
the new chair of Oriental Languages at 
Yale College has been finally accepted by 
Professor Harper. 
The German Government has ordered 
the establishment of chairs in Hygiene in 
all the Universities of the Empire. 
The Rev, Dr. George B. Stevens has 
resigned the pastorate of the First Pres-
bs~eri~p chu\·ch of Watertown,, Coun.,, to 
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accept .the chair of Sacred Literature at 
Yale UniYersity. 
Prof: : "Archimedes, you say, disco\'-
·cred specific gravity on getting in his 
bath--why had the princij)le never be-
fore occurred to him '?" 
Student: "Probably this w:iH the first 
time he eYer took a liath." 
President McCosh, of Princeton, Yig-
orously repudiates the idea that he is a 
Scotch philosopher. He wishes to lie 
known ns the founder of an Arnel'ican 
· school of philosophy with naturnl realisri1 
as its watchword. 
The number of "special" studl·nts nt 
Harrnrd College having growu in four 
years from 34 to 110, the Faculty has 
decided that hereafter each special i:;tn-
dent shall appear · before fh-e examiners 
and show on se,·ere test that he has here-
tofore been a good student and that he 
will while at the college work in a 
thorough and honest way. This policy, it 
is belie,·cd, will decrease the number of 
these students. 
Logil'al sequence-a comfortable re-
flection for the indisposed-a lazy boy is 
better than nothing. Nothing is Letter 
than a stu,1ious boy. 'l'herefore a lazy 
boy is better than a studious oi1e. 
Professor Libbey, of Princeton, has 
gone to, Alaska to explore tbe. mountains 
there with Lieutenant Schwatka. 
There were. one hundred and 1;ixty-five 
candidates for the vVest Point rxami11a-
tions this year. 
Yale · College library is miuually in-
creasing at the rate of 01w thnucmnd vol-
. I 
umes. 
On July 7t\ about one o'clock, \\'bile 
the juries of pr~fessors at the Brnssels 
UniYersity were examining carnlidates for 
the doctorship, a terrible fire broke out 
in the vast building. Very many val u- • 
able boob, and precious colleetion. of 
minerals were destroyed. Almost the 
entire buildi11g is in ruins. There ,,·a:; . 
no instirance at all, and hence the loss is 
Yery great. Last year had witnessed the 
fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of 
the University. 
Columbia College has conferred the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws on 
.the Re,·. Ur. Jolin Hall, of New York. 
SeYenlet•n colll•9cs in tlie United Stat<•s 
are looking for suitable men to fill the 
president'i:i chair. 
Teacher in Mech:rnical Department: 
"How is a stove pipe made, sir?" 
Student: "Take a long · cylindrical 
hole and wrap u piece of sheet iron around 
it." 
The Uni,·ersity of Penn8ylrnnia nine 
is the only college team which ha8 suc-
ceeded in defeating Columbia this season. 
A silver cup has been offeretl to that 
member of the Bowdoin nine ll'ho nrn.kes 
the best batting average ch1ring the sea-
son. 
Now tloes the Yale freshman mourn. 
They lost both games with the Harvard 
freshmen, and hence cannot sit 011 the 
Yale fen<'e. 
Prof: " What direction is Greenland 
from the North pole?" Student : ''North-
west.': 
At Miunesota State Uni, ·ersity all 
Senior work has bee1,1 made optional. 
The tower of the new gymnasium at 
Williams will contain u chime of .bells. 
Professor Winneeke, formerly directiir 
of the Strasburg Observatory, and dis-
coverer of numerous comets, has been 
obliged to retire from scientific wor.k, .his 
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· mind having become unsettled. He is 
• not yet fifty years old. 
Society Senior (to a store clerk): "Have 
you any blue neckties to match my 
eyes?" Clerk: ":No, but we have some 
soft hats that I think will match your 
head." Exit Senior. 
Fi,·e colleges ha,·e been founded dm-
ing the past year in Dakota. 
"Nehemiah, compare the adjecti\·e 
'cold,' " said a school-mistress to her 
head boy. '' Positive, cold; comparati\'e, 
cough; superlati,·e, coffin," triumphantly 
responded Nehemiah. 
Ladies in the cadet club of the State 
University of Kansas are said to drill 
with guns. 
Vassar Alumni are trying to raise 
$20,000 for a new gymnasium. 
Jumbo's heart, weighing 4 7 pounds, 
has been sent to-Cornell University. 
Oxford has facilitit·s for printing b~oks 
in one hundred and fifty languages. 
,Johns Hoj>kins University is to have 
a physical library and ol,serrntory at a 
cost of $100,000. · 
No cat has two tails. E\·ery cat has 
one tail more than no cat. Therefore 
every cat has three tails. 
"Give me a kiss, my <larli.ng, do," 
He said, as he gazed in her eyes of blqe. 
''l won't.,'' said she, "you lazy elf; 
Screw up your lips and help yourself." 
Of the late ex-President McLean it is 
stated that he was bom in Princeton ; the 
son of a Princeton professor j graduated 
from the college in 1816, and immediate-
ly became a tutor in the institution. He 
was made Professor of Mathematics in 
1823, and President in 1854. After 
1868, when he wns succeeded b_y Dr. 
McCosh, he continued to live in Prince-
ton,. his whole life thus being passed under 
the, shadow of the college. 
Prof. John E. Da\'ies, of the Wiscon-
sin , State University, one of the greatest 
mathematicians in the country, is to suc-
ceed Prof. Ed\Yard S. Holden, a director 
of the Washburue Observatory at Madi-
son, Wis. Prof. Holden resigned some 
time ago to assume charge of thP. Liek 
Observatory, in California. 
The late Dr. J. Norman Steele, of El-
mira, N. Y., author of numerous school 
text.:.b.{,oks, bequeathed $8,000 to the 
BalUwin-Street Methodist church; $40,-
000 to found the Steele Professorship of 
Theistic Science in Syracuse University, 
uD<l rnortgages and lands to the amount 
of $50,000 or more to maintain the chair. 
Prof. R. A. Proctor, the astronomer, 
has come to this country with the in~e11-
tion of remaining, if the climate agrees 
with him. 
A Soph. being asked the origin of rcs-
taur:mt, showed by his answer that he 
had profited by his studies in etymology. 
He &aid that it came from res, a thing, 
and taurus, a bull-a bully thing. 
A boy always rejoices when his mother 
takes him out of dresses, but he is not 
out of them long till he embraces them 
. ~gain. 
A Chinaman took the prize in English 
com position at Yale. 
Most lies are hyperboles ; hyperbole 
is a figure ; hence most lies are figures ; 
but figures cannot lie ; 0rgo, a· lie is not 
a lie. 
Columbia has electric lights in her 
college. 
Mr. W. H. Bocock has been elected 
Professo1· of Greek in Hampden-Sidney 
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College, Virginia. Richmond College 
students will remember him as the um-
pire of the base-ball game with Randolph-
Macon College last sessioi1. 
Since the formation of the Inter-colleg-
iate Base-Ball Association in 1879, games 
have been won and lost as follows : Won 
-Dartmoutli, 16; Brown, 20; Amherst, 
20; Princeton, 34; Harvard, 34; Yale, 
38. Lost-Dartmouth, . 32; Amherst, 
36; Brown, 36 ; Princeton, 23 ; Har-
vard, 23; Yale, 12. 
Joe asked the bald-headed editor about 
noon if it wasn't "about time to dyna-
mite." 
"That's a bomb-astic question," re-
plied the old man, and went on with his 
article on the Brachiopods vs. Pachyder-
mata. Joe shrunk. 
Dr. Chambers, the notecl publisher, of 
Edinburgh, is to have a $5,000 public 
monument there. 
It was thought au interesting coinci-
dence that Yale should give · 0. W. 
Holmes, Jr., an LL. D., while Oxford 
,vas doing much the same for 0. W. 
Holmes, Sr. 
There are 146 theological seminaries 
in America, with 5,290 students and 750 
professors, an average of one professor to 
every seven students. 
Out of every one hundred freshmen 
that enter Yale, seventy-five gt·aduate; 
and at Harvard, seventy-four. 
Mrs. Muldoon: ''Mrs. Mulcahy, have 
you heard the new rimidy for hydro-
pli.oby ?" Mrs. Mulcahy, "Phat is it?" 
Mrs. Muldoon : "Plasteur of Paris." 
Of the 380 Senat01·s, Representatives 
and Delegates catalogued in the Con-
gressional Directory, 208 received only 
an ordinary or acadel'.lic education, 151 
went through college, 4 were West Point-
ers, and 6 are self-educated. Harvard 
has 8 graduates enrolled; University of 
· Virginia 7 ; Princeton 6 ; Yale, Miami 
and Michigan 5 each ; Union 4; -Bow-
doin 3 ; Dartmouth, Hamilton, Amherst, 
Williams, and Trinity, 2 each. 
The Northwestern University has re-
ceived $40,000 for the erection of a sci-
ence hall. The donor, a New York gen-
tleman, wishes to remain unknown for the 
present. 
The whole number of teachers in the 
public schools of the United States and 
Territories is 307,804. Of these 198,000, · 
or ·nearly two-thirds, are women. 
The two hundred thousand dollars left 
to Vanderbilt University, Tennessee, by • 
the late William H. Vanderbilt, is to be 
used in building a new fire-proof library 
building, and in purchasing books. 
:::tis claimed that over 1,700 college 
students have been converted during the 
past year, and that there were. 2,270 can-
didates for the ministry in the various 
colleges. 
Harvard is still the largest college in 
the country; Oberlin comes secoud, and 
Columbia has fallen to third place; 
Michigan is fourth and Yale fifth. 
The heraldic device of the Smith 
family of Virginia is said to be a club 
flush and the motto, ''Thus doth Poker-
haunt-us." 
Forty-one books written by members 
of the Yale Faculty have been published 
within the last six years. 
"The best school of journalism in the 
world," said Cbarles F. Thwing, "is the 
editorial . board of a college paper." 
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SELECTIONS. 
Things ~rere dull in Wall street yes-
terday, when an nged colored man in a· 
long blac~{ coat <.limbed up the steps to 
the Stock-Exchange gallery. He ha_d 
the look of an African parson on the 
lookout for ser1uon illustrations. He 
lemied over the gallery-railing · and 
showed his a1;preciation of the hurly-
burly scenEl below-brokers wildly gesti-
culating and more wildly howling. It 
wasn't long before the sightseer was dis-
co,·ered, nor much longer before a mat-
inee was arranged for his espe_cial bene-
fit. 
A dozen of the deepest-lunged soug-
ster8 of the Exchange strode forward to a 
spot just beneath the gallery-rails, fixed 
their gaze on the old geutleman above, 
and began to be their funniest. They 
sang plantation melodies and went through 
· a lo_t of monkey business that to them 
and their fE:llows seemed humorous be-
yond all measure. The ancient observer 
gazed down unmoved, evidently believ-
ing the circus a part of the regular Stock 
Exchange routine. A hundred brokers 
further down the room joined in the 
chorm:es, a11d the visit01· heard lots of 
things about "Poor Black Joe," "The Old 
Cabin Home," "The Fiddle and the 
Bow," "The Shovel and the Hoe," and 
lots of other things that ought to have 
embarrassed him. Then, as the grand 
and irresjstible finale, one proud broker 
stepped forward and dailced a jig. 
The colored gentleman watched this 
with unflagging attention, too, and \\·hen 
the artist's heels finally rested on the 
floor he raised his form from a reclining 
position ·on the gallery rail, and with a 
most matter-of-fact air droYe his forefin-
gers into his waistcoat · pocket. The au-
dience watched and howled. Poor old 
· darkey ! He was routed now. So they 
hugged themselves-in delu5ion. Out 
of his pocket came nis forefinger, and 
with the. forefinger cnme a nickel, and 
with a smile that was almost a grin m1d 
a bow that was whole-souled, the visitor 
lifted his hat and tossed the nickel below 
in front of the singers and their dancer. 
Not poor darkey ! Poor singers! Poor 
jig mai'l ! Never such a roar was heard · 
in Wall street before. That colored gen-
tleman could have had Delmonico's whole 
bar if he had only waited to accept it. 
The year of1887 will be ajubilee 011e 
for England. It will mark the comple-
tion of the fiftieth year of Queen Victo-
ria's reign. Every public enterprise will 
receive a new impetus in Great Britian, 
and it has been suggested to Americans 
the wisdom of holding the "American 
Exhibition" in London from May to No-
vember, 1887. 
Grethe's old house at Frankfort-on-the-
Main has now been folly renovated. l11 
the process a hidden closet containing . 
many manuscripts and autogrnphs was 
discovered. 
Of the 408 men who make up Con-
gress only 283 are connected with , 
churches. 
Gamboge and SPpia in combination, 
and relieving each other, arc excellent in 
effed for landscape sketd1es. 
